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Barclays now backs 
strongman Mugabe 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Barclays, the slavery- and Apart- 
heid-linked financial institution that 
paid Bruce Ratner $400 million for the 
naming rights to his Atlantic Yards 
arena, is bankrolling African strong- 
man Robert Mugabe, the Sunday 
Times of London reported last week 
— prompting one Brooklyn leader to 
say “enough is enough” with the tar- 
nished financial powerhouse. 

The Times report that 
Barclays is “bankrolling 
Mugabe’s corrupt re- 
gime in Zimbabwe by 
providing substantial 
loans to cronies given 
land seized from white 
farmers” had Brook- 
lyn’s black leaders 
seething. Such agricul- 
tural policies have led 
to widespread hunger 
in the country. 

“The apparent con- 
nection between Bar- 
clays and the Mugabe 
regime is deeply troubling,” said Assem- 
blyman Hakeem Jeffries (D-Fort Greene). 
“It provides another example of Barclays 
doing business either with a regime that 
has a questionable human rights record or 
in support of institutions connected to the 
oppression of people of color.” 

The Times report said that Barclays 
has lent $1.1 billion to the landowning 


EDITORIAL: R 6 


elite in Zimbabwe, possibly including 
five Mugabe ministers whom the Euro- 
pean Union has sanctioned. 

“Barclays is giving money to this 
regime and propping it up in an opaque 
process,” Tendai Biti, secretary-general of 
the Movement for Democratic Change, 
told The Times, which also reported that 


regime m France, South African Apartheid 
and Mugabe’s brutal regime,” said Jeffries. 
“At some point, the decent people of 
Brooklyn will rise up and say, ‘Enough is 
enough! ’ This is not the right direction for 
us to go in with respect to this project.” 

See MUGABE on page 1 4 
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of the few banks still ac- 
tive in Zimbabwe. 

In fact, it is actually 
opening new branches 
there. 

Meanwhile, in Brook- 
lyn, black leaders con- 
tinued to condemn For- 
est City Ratner’s deal 
with Barclays, which 
will emblazon the 
bank’s tarnished name 

important and iconic 
new structures in a bor- 
ough known for its di- 
versity and tolerance. 
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Freaks: Bloomy saved Coney 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Mayor Bloomberg was hailed as the sav- 
ior of Coney Island this week, even as new 
questions emerged about his grand redevelop- 
ment vision — one that does not differ great- 
ly from the Thor Equities plan it replaces. 

“The mayor is my hero,” gushed Dick Zi- 
gun, founder of the Coney Island Circus Sides- 
how and unofficial mayor of Coney Island. 

Zigun heaped lavish praised on the mayor 
for his biting dismissal last week of Thor Eq- 
uities’s $1.5-billion vision for Coney Island. 

“We [want] a developer who has real 
world-class experience,” Deputy Mayor Dan 
Doctoroff said at a Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce luncheon at Gargiulo’s on Nov. 8. 

Bloomberg and Doctoroff’s public obitu- 
ary to Thor Equities’ plan came after nearly a 
year of growing frustrated with developer 
Joe Sitt’s vision for the amusement district of 
Coney Island, between West Eighth and West 
19th streets. Originally, Sitt wanted a mas- 
sive, 24/7/365 outdoor-indoor amusement 
area, financed through large condo towers. 

Responding to neighborhood objections, 


Sitt said he would instead generate revenue 
for his transformation of the People’s Play- 
ground into a “Vegas by the sea” with time- 
share hotel rooms. 

But that change wasn’t enough to win him 
city backing, which he would need in order to 


get the zoning variance necessary to build a 
hotel and other attractions in the current 
Coney amusement zone. 

So the city unveiled its own, remarkably 
similar plan. 

“The mayor’s plan is a scaled down ver- 


sion of Thor Equities’ 
plan,” said Councilman 
Domenic Recchia (D- 
Coney Island), a one- 
time supporter of Thor 
Equities. 

Like Sitt, Bloomberg 
sees a modem play- 
ground, which would 
include a movie theater, 
hotels, a new roller 
coaster and an indoor 
water park. 

Similarly, the mayor’s 
plan calls for just one op- 
transform the 
amusement district from a 
hodgepodge of conces- 

theme park. 

“Today, you can’t 
have a bunch of individual little things and 
have them survive, not when the public has 
entertainment alternatives,” said Bloomberg. 
“They can fly anyplace for next to nothing.” 
Indeed, there are only two major differ- 
See CONEY on page 14 



Fall into Brooklyn 

Prospect Park was in its autumn glory on Tuesday, during the year's first, albeit brief, cold snap. 


Her brush 
with death is 


worth $2,750 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 


A beloved histone preservationist who was almost 
decapitated by a guillotine of glass that fell from a 
decrepit Seventh Avenue building, has won a small 
victory over the tenement’s owner. 

Pat Maliha won $2,750 in Brooklyn Small Claims 
Court last month to cover damages to her Mazda Miata, 
whose roof was sliced open by a sheet of glass that fell 
from the vacant building at the comer of Seventh Av- 


enue and Second Street in 
March. 

The money didn’t even 
cover the repairs — and it 
certainly didn’t wipe away 
the memories. 

“I nearly died that day,” 
said Maliha, who was not in 
the car when the 36-inch 
shard fell. 

Although the owner was 
held responsible for the dam- 
ages, Maliha is more con- 
cerned about the city’s role in 
ensuring street-level safety 

For years before a chunk 
of glass slit through her car, 

See $2,750 on page 14 



Pat Maliha in front 
of the building that 
nearly killed her. 


See what The Brooklyn Paper's BIG TURKEY contest winners won: R8 


Gobble, gobble! Feast on our ‘Turkey’ winners! 



The Brooklyn Paper 
— From a bunch of 
— post-college nincom- 
poops to a parrot 
who refused to let his hu- 
man companions eat a 
brother bird, this year's "Big 
■ Turkey" contest yielded a cornu- 
copia of funny, sad, touching and 
embarrassing Thanksgiving 
stories. Here are excerpts 
from our four winning entries: 


The Know Nothings 


By Warren Cohen 

In 1989, my three best pals and I were baby birds out of the nest 
— just 22-years-old in our first post-college bachelor digs that had a 
contraption that none of us knew how to use: a kitchen. 

When November came, we decided to attempt a Thanksgiving 
dinner as a way of impressing our female 
neighbors. 

We preheated the oven and followed the 
directions to prep the bird. “Remove the 
giblets” was the first order of business. We 
tried to reach inside the bird’s cavity to grab 
them, but our hands could barely fit inside. 

We untied the turkey legs to get a better an- 
gle, but that still yielded nothing. 

Anxiously, we called one of our mothers 
to walk us through it, but she was stumped. 

In a panic, we started speed-dialing everyone Warren tried to 
we knew in the over-50 set and received all impress the chicks! 



sorts of advice, including one mother who advised us to really 
stretch open the turkey’s legs to enlarge the opening. We tried but 
the turkey was stiff, as if it had rigor mortis. 

Did we, in our innocence, purchase a defective turkey? Our next 
call yielded the important, forgotten detail: defrosting. 

Who knew you had to defrost a turkey? 

With a necessary five hours of defrosting per pound, our turkey 
would be ready to eat in early December. We withdrew our invita- 
tion to the neighbors and shared a ramen Thanksgiving instead. 


A Sticky Situation 



By Marion Sisserman 

My son has a parrot that he brings 
wherever he goes. My husband and I 
ask him not to bring the parrot to our 
house anymore because he takes the 
parrot out of his cage and is very an- 
noying when he flies around. 

My son thinks it is very ftmny, but — ; ; 

my husband always tells him, “One day, Sticky gets some lip! 

I am going to put that bird in the oven.” 

Last year on Thanksgiving, my husband and I decided to play a 
joke on my son. I bought a Cornish hen, and while I was cooking 
my turkey, I cooked the hen. 

My son came over with his wife and the bird that we asked him 
not to bring. After everyone arrived, I told my son and his wife to 
pick up my mother — and when they left, I hid the bird on the ter- 
race, and took out my food (and the Cornish hen). 

Wien my son came back, he said, “Where is Sticky?” (that’s the 
bird’s name). My husband said, “Sticky is sleeping with the fishes. I 
warned you that one day I was going to cook that bird — well, here 
he is on the table.” 

After my son and his wife finished hyperventilating, we told him that 


we were just joking and that the bird was on the terrace. But when he 
went to get the bird, Sticky was almost frozen (it’s a tropical bird and 
should not be put in the cold — but how should I know that?). 

We all thought the bird was dead, but fortunately, he started to 
move his wings. 

We then had a wonderful Thanksgiving, and we were both taught 
a lesson: My son does not bring the bird to my house anymore, and 
now I miss the bird. 

Tuna in the Wild 

By Sydelle Freed 

In the summers, I get away from it all by 
going to central Maine, 450 miles north of 
here, but light years away in lifestyle. 

I was visiting this same wooded farming 
community one Thanksgiving. Since I am 
only a summer visitor, I had many invitations 
extended to me to share in the Thanksgiving Sydelle just want- 
festivities. First, I went to my across-the- ed some turkey! 

neighbors. Someone (who shall remain 
unnamed) had run into a goose and it was still stuck to the front grill 
of a large Chevy. They cut open the goose and found it had ferment- 
ed berries in its belly, meaning it was drunk when it strayed into the 
middle of the road waiting to get run into. 

I passed on that exotic treat, only to have the husband tell me he 
just shot a rabbit and the stew would be ready shortly. I forgot what 
excuse I made, but I high-tailed it out of there and went to visit an- 
other friend about five miles away. 

By now, I was quite hungry. This second friend informed me that 
the thing I was smelling was a frozen moose rump defrosting in the 
microwave. It had been recently shot by her father, and wasn’t I so 
lucky to be able to share it with them? 

Again, I made another excuse and left to visit another friend, 



really just wanting a turkey. 

My options were running low. This third friend had a cauldron out- 
side and was boiling the skin off a deer, explaining that they (meaning 
we) were having venison for dinner. 

While I applaud them for hunting down their own Thanksgiving 
dinner, it wasn’t any more palatable to me than whatever you could 
hunt in Brooklyn (squirrel, raccoon, rat). I didn’t want to be ungra- 
cious, but I wanted my turkey. 

I ended up having a tuna fish sandwich for my Thanksgiving meal. 

I think about this story every Thanksgiving. In fact, last year, I 
trudged a whole smoked turkey from Fairway up there for Christ- 
mas vacation, just to make sure that I didn’t have to go through any 
of that again! 

Roxy Defends a Fellow Bird 

By Susan Caputo 

Last Thanksgiving, my son, as usual, 
brought his African Grey Parrot to my 
house and allowed him to sit on his shoul- 
der. As we put the turkey on the table, 

Roxy — the parrot — calmly walked off 
my son’s shoulder, down his am 
the turkey. Kox Y the parrot 

And there he sat. We were astounded, saves her kind! 
Every time one of us would try to grab 
Roxy, she would just start running around on the turkey. There was 
no way we could start carving the turkey with her on it. It was as if 
she was telling us, “No way.” 

We did eat all the trimmings, but we never ate the turkey. We ac- 
tually felt guilty. Roxy remained on this turkey until she was caught 
off guard many hours later by my son and put back into her cage. 
Some of us ate the turkey the next day, but guests lost out. 
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Enjoy a Brooklyn Thanksgiving 

...with a bottle of GRAND ARMY MERITAGE 


See our ad on page 11 
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Got Lighting? 

We’re New York’s largest lighting store! 



WHY ADVERTISE 

IN THE BROOKLYN PAPER? 



(718) 834-9350 
www.brooklynpaper.com 
55 Washington Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
ads@brooklynpaper.com 


I received my 
first lead that 
turned into an 
exclusive from 
the ad I ran in 
The Brooklyn 
Paper » 
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EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY 

November 1 7 



'History' 

Lessons 

Today (and tomorrow) 
the Brick Theater pres- 
ents "Secrets History Re- 
members," a production 
by famed puppeteers 
the Evolve Company. 
Enjoy the 7-foot-tall Vic- 
torian doll that opens up 
to reveal dancing pill 
bottles and a singing 
box of cereal. 

8 pm at the Brick Theater 
(575 Metropolitan Ave. at 

burg). $10. For information, 
call (212) 352-3101 or visit 


SUNDAY 

November 1 8 

Fleck's music 
muscles 

In the second show of its 
20th season, the Brooklyn 
Friends of Chamber 
Music, under the direction 
of chamber music czarina 
Wanda Fleck, presents 
the Chiara String Quartet 
— with the additional 
help of Edward Arron on 
cello — performing the 
works of Haydn, Schu- 
bert, Voss and Golijov. 

3 pm at the Brooklyn Heights 
Synagogue (131 Remsen St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights). $20, $10 students. 
For information, call (718) 855- 
3053 or visit ww w.brooklyn- 
friendsofchambermusic.org. 



TUESDAY 

November 20 



Bird calls 

You'll need all the funny 
you can get before dealing 
with the trials of Thanks- 
giving, and tonight, Mag- 
netic Field is providing it 
with "Pant-Hoot," a night 
of laughs featuring comics 
Michelle Buteau (pictured) 
and Noah Garfinkel. It 
actually doesn't sound 
too different from Thanks- 
giving dinner after all. 

8 pm at Magnetic Field (97 
Atlantic Ave. at Hicks Street 
in Brooklyn Heights). Free. 
For information, call (718) 
834-0069 or visit 
www.magneticbrooklyn.com. 


THURSDAY 

November 22 

Turkey day 

It's Thanksgiving! So 
whether piling into a 
car for a long haul or 
onto the subway for a 
short one, everybody's 
got an obnoxious trip to 
make today. (Although 
some wise people are 
just heading to a res- 
taurant! See page 9 to 
find out where!) But 
once you're all sedated 
by tryptophan and eye- 
ing that second — okay, 
third — slice of pumpkin 
pie, it all seems worth it. 
Sort of. 



FRIDAY 


November 23 



Burn it off! 


Besides being the start 
of the holiday shopping 
season, the day after 
Thanksgiving is a good 
time to get to the gym. 
Not only will you beat 
the New Year's resolu- 
tion crowd by a month, 
you'll also feel slightly 
less guilty about all the 
eggnog you're sure to 
pack away. 

6 am-10 pm at Gleason's Gym 
(77 Front St. at Main Street in 
DUMBO). $15 for access to 
the gym, $35 for a personal 
training session. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 797-2872 or 
visit www.gleasonsgym.net. 
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211 Court Street 
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The dough is 
rising all over 


BE 


a carbohydrate lover in 

( Brooklyn Heights is costly — 
and I don’t mean having to 
sacrifice your size-6 jeans. 

The price of wheat recently hit an 
all-time high due in part to a drought 
and gasoline surcharges, and busi- 
nesses that make a buck on baked 
goods are feeling the cmnch. But not 
all of our neighborhood stores are 
dealing with recent economic pres- 


HEIGHTS 

LOWDOWN 


in the sa 





Lassen and Hennigs, a neighbor- 
hood staple for almost 60 years, has 
six full-time bakers at its store at Juliana Bunim 

114 Montague St. Prices have gone 

up in the past few weeks, so I sought out the owners to find out 
how the higher cost of wheat is affecting business. But a man 
who identified himself as “the owner,” suggested that I was 
making a famine out of a weak harvest. 

“Everything went up in the last couple months: eggs, butter, 
milk, nuts, raisins,” he said. “It’s all expensive . . . just take it as 
it is. Customers don’t notice. They don’t know what’s up.” 

I asked again for his name. 

Click. I didn’t realize wheat was such a hot-blooded issue. 

Two weeks ago, Montague Street Bagels, on Montague Street 
between Henry and Hicks streets, increased prices by 10 cents a 
bagel to 80 cents. To explain its move, the store posted an article 
on the rising cost of wheat. 

Another vendor of floury treats was willing to talk, however. 

“Just add water, flour, eggs, labor, the Health Department and 
taxes . . . and then you have something that nobody can afford,” 
said Jim Montemarano, the owner of Cranberry’s, which is at 
near the comer of Henry and Cranberry streets. 

Two weeks ago, Montemarano raised prices, blaming increased 
fuel surcharges from his 
suppliers. He posted three 
signs to help his cus- 
tomers understand the 
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W'MSBURG 

A slick oil cleanup 

BAY RIDGE 

Ferry good news? 


ing on with the prices,” 
he said. “All I can say is, 
‘Well, I’ve been trying 
to tell you.’ ” 

For all you Scrooges, 
the neighborhood has 
one purveyor that can 
endure most major eco- 
nomic fluctuations. 

__ “We haven’t raised 

prices for at least 10 
years and we’re not 
planning to,” said Chris Kierski, manager of Grimaldi’s pizza on 
Old Fulton Street. Yes, the famed coal-oven pie shop has added 
a surcharge to deliveries “because of gasoline and everything,” 
Kierski said, but the price of a sublime large pie remains $14. 

Kierski admitted that Grimaldi’s could easily get away with 
raising prices — just look at the line of customers that stretches 
down the block — but said that the pizzeria will just “swallow” 
the added costs. 

“We love our customers,” he said. 

So does Montemarano: “At the end of the day, we try to raise 
prices very minimally. If I [raise prices] 15 to 20 cents, people 
think I’m making a killin g.” He’s not. 

Indeed in this case, whether cantankerous or concerned, our 
local shopowners are not to blame for the carbo crisis. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Our pals at the Montague Street Business Improve- 
ment District have a new president. Real-estate legend, Tim 

King of Massey-Knakal Realty Services, is taking the 
reigns from Bill Ross, who held the position for about six years. 
. . . Lap up the “Flavor of Brooklyn” at 176 Johnson St., 
where three local Brooklyn artists will display work inspired by 
the borough on Dec. 1 and 2. ... Our friend Tucker Reed at the 
DUMBO Improvement District wants to find a local artist to 
design a mural for the dull metal fence on Front Street between 
Adams and Pearl streets. The selected artist will be given a 
$9,000 budget. For information, e-mail tucker@dumbonyc.org. 
It would be nice if the Department of Transportation, which 
owns the fence, would have taken care of this itself, you know. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 



^Cartridge World 

Make a holiday meal of 
Cartridge World's low prices!! 
Bring your printer ink and laser cartridges 
back for seconds and SAVE. 

Save up to 50%!! 

Call 7 18 554-1203 

go to www.cwdbklyn.com or 
visit us at 224A Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn 


^ Reusing is Recycling. 


Ploying for o cause 


The Klezmatics played the Brooklyn Lyceum on Sunday tc 
Yards. The evening raised $4,500 for the group. 


e money for Develop Don't Destroy's fight against Atlantic 


City: Save history on Duffield 
by paving over Duffield homes 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city’s memorial to 
Brooklyn’s Underground Rail- 
road history will sit atop an 
underground parking lot that 
will be built where some of 
the very Abolitionist history 
being commemorated is said 
to have actually happened. 

The city Economic Develop- 
ment Corporation this week put 
out a request for proposals to 
build a $2-million “Brooklyn 
Abolitionism Commemoration” 
in the proposed, Bryant Park- 
styled “Willoughby Square,” a 
1 .5-acre greenspace that will re- 
quire several historic homes on 
Duffield Street to be tom down. 

The irony was not lost on 
supporters of the Underground 
Railroad houses. 

“The best way to commemo- 
rate the Abolition work that was 
done Downtown is to preserve 
the houses on Duffield Street,” 
said Councilwoman Letitia 
James (D-Fort Greene). 

That said, James said she 
supports the city effort to com- 
memorate Downtown’s role in 
ending slavery. 

City officials have denied that 
the Duffield houses were direct- 
ly linked to the Underground 
Railroad, and the REP continues 
that position: “A number of 
homes and churches in Down- 
town Brooklyn and the sur- 
rounding area have connections 
with the Underground Railroad 
[including] Plymouth Church 
(now Plymouth Church of the 


Pilgrims) in Brooklyn Heights; 
Bridge Street A.WME. Church 
(now Polytechnic University 
student center in MetroTech); 
Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in Fort Greene; and the 
Siloam Presbyterian Church, 
and Concord Baptist Church.” 
The winning bidder must not 
only design a great monument, 
but also “provide an interactive, 
public gathering venue where in- 
dividuals and groups of all ages 
can learn about the Abolitionist 
Movement and the Underground 
Railroad in Brooklyn.” 

In addition, the “Abolition- 
ism Commemoration” must in- 
clude “an ongoing program or 
series of activities” and “dem- 
onstrate program sustainability 
using allocated funds for at 
least the next three fiscal years 
and ... with other sources of 
funding beyond [that].” 





Now WHEN YOU CALL, 

You'll be home free 



Stay effortlessly connected with the 
BlackBeriy Curve, a smooth and elegant 
device with all the features you need. 

Suggested retail $449.99 
Instant discount -$150.00 
Maikebate -$50.00 
STORE CASH -50.00 
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COBBLE HILL WIRELESS & MAILING CENTER 
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Before a monument to Abolitionism can be built in the pro- 
posed "Willoughby Square" greenspace, several homes linked 
to the Underground Railroad would have to be demolished. 


Gold St seeing triple 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It’ll be triplets for Gold Sheet. 

Despite earlier reports that an apartment proj- 
ect on the site of the McDonald’s at Tillary and 
Gold streets would consist of just one building, 
the developer told The Brooklyn Paper this week 
that he’s actually going to give birth to three. 

Each tower will be between 12 and 14 sto- 
ries, said developer Kevin Lalezarian, complain- 
ing that several real-estate Web sites ran an out- 


dated rendering of the 512-unit project. 

The site is at the edge of an ever-expanding res- 
idential community that starts at Tiilary Street and 
goes all the way down to Fulton Street. Projects 
like the Lalezarian triplets are competing for Man- 
hattan refugees, drawn to the borough by lower 
prices, bigger living spaces and luxury amenities. 

Lalezarian said each of his buildings would 
have a rooftop deck, underground parking and 
13300 square feet of ground-floor retail space. 

And lots of luxury touches. 
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Court Express 718 - 237-8888 

Car Service 24 Hour • 7 Day Dispatch 



180 Concord Street 

(at Duffield St. in DUMBO) 
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Pay For 6 Months Get 1 Month FREE 
Pay for 12 Months Get 2 Months FREE 
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Public fight on 
Public Place 

T here might be two outs in the 
bottom of the ninth with an 0- 
and-2 count, but it’s not over 
until it’s over. At least that’s what 
Frank Verderame wants the city to 
remember in this last inning of the 
game that will eventually determine 
the fate of the former gas manufac- 
turing plant at Smith and Fifth 
streets, a long- vacant site now slat- 
ed for residential redevelopment. 

Verderame, a former Carroll 
Gardens Assemblyman (and Sacred 
Heart third baseman — hence the 
baseball metaphors) has spent the 
last 30 years waiting for someone 
to step up to the plate and make something of the 5.8-acre canal- 
front site, officially known as the “Public Place for Recreational 
Purposes.” Specifically, he has been waiting for baseball fields. 

Verderame was at the City Planning public hearing in 1978 
that ended with an official recommendation that 70-percent of 
the land be set aside for a sports complex — and he was there 
months later when that plan by foiled by insurance companies, 
who refused to cover the site because of the contaminated soil. 

“I don’t know if I’ll live to see anything built there,” the 77- 
year-old Little League veteran once told me, following the un- 
veiling of the city’s latest plan for the site, a vision that would 
put 500-600 units of mixed-income housing in several mid- 
sized towers, a public waterfront esplanade and a community fa- 
cility on the lot, which would undergo an extensive two-year 
cleanup before anything was built. 

Some call the wait a rain delay, others call it bureaucratic 
bungling. But this week, the seventh inning stretch ended when 
five developers went public with bids for the land, responses to 
a request for proposals issued by the Department of Housing, 
Preservation and Devel- 
opment, and a decision 
is expected this month. 

The move forward has 
put Verderame back in his 
activist jersey with a de- 
mand that the city clean 
the land before a decision 
is made on how it is used. 

“We’ve made plans 
before that couldn’t be 
done because the land 
wasn’t suitable,” said 
Verderame. “How are 
they so sure before the 
cleanup is done that it 
will be safe for families 
to live there? They are 

Other community leaders disagree with Verderame. The 
cleanup will happen thoroughly, regardless of plans for subse- 
quent development, according to Bob Zuckerman of the 
Gowanus Canal Community Development Corporation. 
“Cleanup is the first priority,” he said. 

But Verderame ’s team includes a group called Friends and 
Residents of the Greater Gowanus, or FROGG. The environ- 
mentalist group opposes the residential redevelopment of the site 
because of the risks — real and perceived — associated with 
living atop contaminated land. And they are prepared to raise a 
stink over it worthy of the sulphur-smelling Gowanus. 

“We are still talking about land and water that are severely con- 
taminated,” said FROGG member Linda Mariano. “I call the city’s 
development plan resisting reality and we are prepared to fight it.” 
Stay tuned. Arieila Cohen is a freelance writer. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

On Sunday, the Gowanus Canal Conservancy honored 
the late Tom Chardovyne, the GCC’s former head, and a 
founder of the Neighborhood Independent Democrats, for 

his work cleaning up the canal. The GCC also tipped its hat to our 
pals at the Park Slope Food Co-op for being green in the best 
possible sense of the word. ... A proposal by L&M Equity to 
build more than 150 units of housing in the Columbia Street 
Waterfront District got a partial endorsement this week from 
Councilman Bill DeBlasio (D-Cobble Hill), who is “pleased” 
that 27 percent of the units would be below-market-rate housing. 
Opponents have said that 27 percent ain’t enough. ... On Mon- 
day, the Carroll Gardens Neighborhood Association will 
host its town hall meeting on landmark designations in PS 58 at 
the comer of Carroll and Smith streets at 6:30 pm. This should be 
a barn-burner! E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 




Arieila Cohen 



Frank Verderame at F-train plaza at Smith Street and 
Second Place with his legal documents and maps. 
He claims that the maps show that the owner of the 
adjacent lot does not own the subway plaza and, 
therefore, should not be allowed to build over it. 


F-train courtyard legal twist 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It’s no wonder that a controversial de- 
veloper now says he won’t build atop the 
popular courtyard at the Carroll Street en- 
trance to the F train — he doesn’t own the 
land, according to a muckraking former 
assemblyman. 

Frank Verderame, the former lawmaker, 
says the courtyard on Second Place and Smith 
Street is divided into several parcels, and the 
city and Metropolitan Transportation Authori- 
ty have jurisdiction over most of the plaza. 

The developer, Bill Stein, does own a 
piece of it, Verderame conceded. 

The plaza is a favorite meeting place for 
many in the neighborhood, as well as a loca- 
tion to lazily watch the F and G trains climb 
the elevated tracks. Lately, it has also pro- 
vided a place for opponents of Stein’s proj- 
ect to hang anti-project posters. 


Stein plat 

building 
Smith St. oi 
ing lot just 
the subwa 
Initially, he 
intended to 
over the open, public space. 

But as reported in The Brooklyn Paper in 
September, Stein bowed to public pressure 
and promised to maintain the plaza. 

Few in the neighborhood trusted Stein or 
his architect Robert Scarano, who has been 
disciplined in the past by the city for ex- 
ceeding height restrictions and other zoning 
code violations. 

Instead of protesting publicly, Verderame, 
armed with a cache of deeds, historical 
maps and legal rulings, some of which date 
back to 1846, framed a legal argument to 
keep Stein from encroaching upon an inch 


of the courtyard that is not his. 

Stein did not return calls for comment. 

One of the keys to Verderame ’s argument is 
a city Law Department ruling from 1999 that 
the MTA had responsibility for maintenance of 
the courtyard as the city’s tenant at the site. 
Verderame was involved in that case too. His 
complaints about the deteriorating state of the 
courtyard spurred then-Borough President 
Howard Golden to get a ruling from the city 
about who was responsible for the upkeep. 

Now he’s found a receptive ear in Coun- 
cilman Bill DeBlasio (D-Carroll Gardens), 
who was critical of Scarano’s original, mod- 
em, metallic design for the building. 

DeBlasio has asked the city’s lawyers to 
review the 1999 decision, and he expects an 
answer in a few weeks. 

“Frank’s letter and the work done by all 
of the Carroll Gardens activists has been vi- 
tal in determining the ownership of the 
courtyard,” said DeBlasio. 



Land grab at old union hall 



This old longshoreman's union clinic at the corner of Court 
and Union streets has been sold to the Clarett Group, which 
could build a 21 -story building under current zoning. 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Workers have begun making 
preparations for the demolition 
of the old International Long- 
shoremen’s Association union 
clinic on Court Street — and a 
coalition of residents and elect- 
ed officials is hoping to stop the 
owners of the site from build- 
ing a 21-story tower. 

The Clarett Group — famous 
for its 30-story, Flatiron-style 
Forte Condo tower near the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music — 
bought the former clinic from 
Long Island College Hospital 
this summer. 

For months, the building and 
its large, concrete courtyard 
were quiet. But when workers 
started doing the pre-demolition 
work this month, neighbors 
started waving red flags. 

“What we’re all concerned 


about is that things are going on 
without any information,” said 
Debra Pearlman, who lives on 
nearby Sackett Street. 

Assemblywoman Joan Mill- 
man (D-Carroll Garden) said 
she would oppose a sleek tower 
like the Forte on that quaint part 
of Court Street. 

“I have had some productive 
conversations with the Clarett 
Group with regards to the 
height and design of the build- 
ing.” said Millman. 

“Until we see actual plans, I 
remain deeply concerned about 
the height and density of any 
proposed building on that site,” 
she added. 

Clarett did not return calls 
seeking comment. 

After serving as the long- 
shoremen’s clinic, the building 
housed the schools of nursing 
and radiological technology for 
Long Island College Hospital. 
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This Admiral’ 
is demoted 

T his may be your last chance to 
save the Admirals Row. On 
Dec. 11, the National Guard, 
which still controls the 10 150- 
year-old mansions in the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard, will hold its first public 
hearing about the fate of the build- 
ings, the embodiment of faded 
grandeur if ever there were one. 

And supposedly, the public will 
have a say: Should we preserve his- 
tory — or should we demolish it 
and build a grocery store, the city’s 
favored option right now? If all 
goes according to plan, the Navy 
Yard will raze Brooklyn history so 
that contemporary Brooklynites can have yet one more place to 
buy tomatoes. 

Last week, during a press conference announcing the creation 
of a $15-mi]lion historic center in an old structure called “Build- 
ing 92,” Navy Yard CEO Andrew Kimball confirmed preserva- 
tionists’ fears: while the historic Commandant’s House will be 
restored. Admiral’s Row will be demolished. 

“Those buildings essentially would have to be rebuilt from 
the ground up,” he said. 

Kimball later elaborated in a statement that destroying the 
Row will “not only create additional jobs, but will provide the 
community with a desperately needed supermarket with fresh 
produce. Furthermore, our Employment Center will be relocated 
there so the community will have direct access to job opportuni- 
ties at some of the 230 businesses within the Yard.” 

The Navy Yard’s plan is supported by Borough President 
Markowitz, local Councilmembers, the community boards, and 

Perhaps, but there’s something sadly shortsighted about what we 
call progress in this city. 
We tend to pave over his- 
tory and move on. And 
anyone who objects is 
ridiculed as someone who 
wants to fight “progress.” 
Can’t stop that, can 

There is a way, of 
course. If enough people 
cared about saving the 
Admirals Row, they 
would have to create such 
an uproar at the public 
hearing that the adminis- 
tration could decide that 
it’s impolitic to move 
ahead with the plan. 

The upcoming hearing is one of the mandatory steps the Na- 
tional Guard must take to turn the land over to the city, so the 
administration can fulfill its mission of bulldozing the buildings. 

“I believe if they have a process and open it to people inter- 
ested in using the buildings, some if not all of the mansions 
could be restored,” said Simeon Bankoff, executive director of 
the Historic Districts Council “There’s a lot of interest in the 
community.” 

And preservationists insist these mansions are worth saving. 
“These buildings go back to before the Civil War,” said Roger 
Lang, whose been following the issue closely for the New York 
Landmarks Conservancy. “There are not a lot of buildings like 
that around. ... If you look past the dilapidation and imagine 
them with their porches restored and their masonry pointed and 
cleaned, they are great examples of Federal architecture.” 

For much of its existence, the Navy Yard was considered the 
most important ship-building site in the nation. But in 1966, the 
federal government closed it. The city purchased most of the 
Yard, but not the Row, the following year. Admirals Row ended 
up in the hands of the National Guard. 

The mansions were occupied up through the 1970s, when 
they were abandoned. They haven’t been maintained since. 

Despite their subsequent erosion, the mansions are “some of 
the best examples of second empire Italianate architecture that we 
had in Brooklyn and possibly in New York City,” Bankoff said. 

Sounds like something worth saving to me. And, something 
that is surely salvageable. 

“Buildings have to be pretty far gone to be beyond saving,” 
said Lang. “But that’s not an economic calculation, that’s an 
emotional and physical one.” 

Admirals Row public hearing. PS 307 (209 York St, at Gold Street 
in DUMBO), Dec. 1 1, 7 pm. Call (718) 907-5900 for info. 

Dana Rubinstein is a staff writer for The Brooklyn Paper. 





Now, it’s really ‘Broken’ Angel 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Broken Angel may be topless, but 
don’t call her fallen. 

Shan Andersen, the developer and co- 
owner of the one-time ziggurat, which artist 
Arthur Wood and his wife Cynthia built by 
hand over decades, insists that building will 


soar again, despite its current run-of-the- 
mill appearance. “The building has to be 
made whole again, as far as having the 
crazy stuff back on top,” said a weary 
sounding Andersen on Wednesday. He has 

Since last October, when the local icon 
caught fire, earning it the scrutiny of the 
Buildings Department, the fate of the not-to- 


code top part has remained up in the air. 

Andersen finished taking down the 
wood-and-glass upper half of the building 
months ago, sparking speculation that this 
angel was dead. But Andersen said he’s 
looking for loopholes in the building code 
that will allow him to rebuild the top. 

“We found some things in the code that 
. . . satisfy our needs,” said Andersen. 


Slowing down Carlton drivers 


By Geraldine Rebollido 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

After months of dilly-dally- 
ing, the city has finally em- 
barked on the final phase of its 
plan to reduce the speed of 
cars on Carlton Avenue in Fort 

This week, the city began 
building a median down the 
road between Myrtle and Park 
avenues, the final part of a plan 
that began in May, when the av- 
enue was converted from a one- 
way speedway into a two-way 
speedway. 

The idea was to slow traffic 
on the notoriously fast-moving 
block, but, without a concrete 
median down the middle, resi- 
dents complained that the street 
just got more dangerous. 

“We still get the speeders, 
particularly in the rush hours,” 
said Robert Poles, who lives 
midway down the avenue, at 
the time. “We see no slowing 
down of traffic.” 


Correction 

Our story last week (“Local plan- 
ner gets job for centerpiece of 
BAM district,” Nov. 10), incor- 
rectly described the height of the 
planned tower in the BAM Cul- 
tural District. It will rise to 36 
stories. The Paper also mischar- 
acterized the role of developer 
Carlton Brown. The city asked 
him to join an existing design and 
development team, led by stu- 
dioMDA. The Brooklyn Paper 
regrets the error. 
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The concrete median should 
finally fix the problem, now that 
drivers won’t be able to make 
dangerous, mid-block U-tums, or 
swerve around double-parked 


cars with such frightening ease. 

Even so, this being Brook- 
lyn, some locals are still com- 
plaining. The beef this time? 
Fewer parking spots. 


“Parking is going to be a 
pain,” said nearby resident 
David Brooks. 

Alicisa Griffith, who on 
Tuesday had just pulled into the 
last available parking spot on 
the block, agreed. 

“Now, I have to fight for a 
parking spot under the Brook- 
lyn-Queens Expressway, which 
is dirty,” said Griffith. 

But not everyone was a 
naysayer. 

“It’s looks good to me,” said 
Betty McQuillar. “It will stop 
the kids from U-tuming [in the 
middle of the street] , which will 
prevent accidents.” 

“Change is good,” she added. 



Playing for a cause 

The Klezmatics played the Brooklyn Lyceum on Sunday to raise money for Develop Don't De- 
stroy's fight against Atlantic Yards. The evening raised $4,500 for the group. 
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‘Holy’ man cons a D’town good gal 


By Harry Cheadle 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


Two con artists managed to 
cheat a woman out of $6,000 
on Oct. 29 thanks to a com- 
plex ruse and the victim’s own 
good intentions. 

It began when the 31 -year-old 
woman was approached on the 
comer of Jay and Tillary streets 
around 3:30 pm by an older man 
with wrinkled skin who claimed 
not to be from America. He was 
trying to find somewhere he 
could spend the night, he said, 
and the unsuspecting woman 
tried to help him figure out 
where he was going. 

At that moment, a second 
man approached them and said 
he knew a place where the “for- 
eigner” could spend the night. 
The woman agreed to drive them 
to the comer of Atlantic and 
Fourth avenues, and they got 

On the way, the older man 
managed to convince her that he 
was some kind of holy man, and 
he offered to bless her money as 
repayment for her favor. She 
consented, and handed him 
$6,000, which he put in a black 
handkerchief before formally 
“blessing” it. 

He handed her the bundle 
when the men arrived at their 
destination, and she soon discov- 
ered that her money had been re- 
placed with newspaper. 

Withdrawn 

It wasn’t his money, but that 
didn’t stop a perp from with- 
drawing over $7,600 from a 
Montague Street bank on Nov. 6. 

The crook walked into the na- 
tionally known bank, located 
near Clinton Street, around 11 
am and proceeded to use his 
handgun as an ATM card. He 
pulled the weapon from his 
pocket, pointed it at the teller, 
gave him an envelope and said. 


“I want you to take care of this. 
Only fifties and hundreds.” 

The terrified banking employ- 
ee complied, stuffing the wallet 
with $7 ,611 — apparently shov- 
ing a few ones in there along 
with the requested big bills — 
and handing the money over to 
the perp, who ran out of the 
bank, transaction completed. 

Bad medicine 

A medical company had over 
$1 ,500 of equipment stolen from 
a company-owned car during the 
night of Oct. 27. 

An employee parked the 
Chevrolet Impala on Joralemon 
Street near Henry Street around 
6:30 pm, and by 10:30 the next 
morning, a thief had smashed 
the window and taken ther- 
mometers, syringes, needles, a 
feeding pump, and also the em- 
ployee’s iPod. 

Burglary bungle 

A man tried, but failed, to 
break into a Henry Street house 
on Nov. 5, thanks to an alert 
neighbor who called the cops. 

The 46-year-old perp was 
none too subtle in his methods, 
as he simply broke the front 
door of the home, near Hunts 
Lane, with a steel pipe at 4 pm. 
A neighbor noticed and dialed 
911. 

When the cops arrived, the 
man was in the process of gath- 
ering up loot to steal. After they 
successfully detained him, they 
discovered a crack pipe hidden 
in his shoe. Both pipes — the 
weapon and the drug parapher- 
nalia — were taken as evidence. 

Jewels jacked 

When buying jewelry, pur- 
chasers tend to take their time 
and choose exactly the right 
item. When stealing jewelry, on 
the other hand, thieves tend to be 

A gang of six men that robbed 
a Fulton Street jeweler on Nov. 5 
certainly wasn’t choosy or nu- 
anced in their methods, as they 
jumped the counter and grabbed 


THANKSGIVING 

COOKING SUPPLIES 




A 


• Granite Ware Rectangular 
Roaster: $25.99 

(Holds 22 lb turkey) 

• Granite Ware Oval Roaster: 
$15.99 

(Holds 15 lb turkey) 

• Better Houseware 
Stainless Steel Baster: $9.99 

• Good Cook Turkey Laces: 
$1.59 

• Taylor Classic 

Meat Thermometer: $6.99 





SID S HARDWARE 

345 Jay Street 
(Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets) 
Downtown Brooklyn 
(718) 875-2259 
Open 7 Days - We Deliver 


GET A MAILBOX WITH BENEFITS 

in Brooklyn Heights 


A real street address, not a P.0. Box 
Package notification 
Full-service mail & package receiving 
Mail holding & forwarding 
Call-in Mailcheck 
E-mail notification 

Only $25/Month 


The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm | Sunday: 10am to 3pm 



nearly $7,000 in jewels from a 
display case. 

The men entered the store, 
near Hanover Place, at around 1 
pm. They didn’t waste time dis- 
tracting the employees, opting to 
simply run over to the case, 
snatch as much as the could, and 
sprint out of the store as quickly 
as possible. It happened so fast 
that no one got a good look at 
any of the perps. 

Wallet back 

A trio of unusually courteous 
muggers gave a man his wallet 
back — sans cash — after he 
asked nicely on Nov. 4. 

The victim was walking along 
Dean Street near Smith Street at 
2 am when three men ap- 
proached him. One of them indi- 
cated he had a gun in his pocket, 
and the other two ran through the 
28-year-old’s pockets, taking his 
wallet, his iPod, and his Motoro- 
la cellphone. 

The perps ran off, but the man 
had a request and followed them. 
He told them he really needed 
his wallet, and after the thieves 
saw there was no money in it, 
they gave it back. They did keep 
the electronics, however. 

Delivery mess 

A food deliveryman had the 
worst day of his professional life 
on Nov. 1, when his van was 
stolen with two cellphones and 
$700 in cash inside. 

The 38-year-old left the doors 
unlocked and the keys inside 
when he parked his company’s 
2006 Dodge van at the comer of 
Court and Pacific streets at 

He was gone for just a minute. 


enterprising perp to jump into 
vehicle and drove off. 

Quick switch 

l gang of clever crooks w 


o low 




just withdrawn the money from 
his bank on the comer of Court 
and Livingston streets and was 
rolling away around 2 pm when 
a man asked him if he had 
dropped an envelope. He said he 
hadn’t, but just then two more 
men “accidentally” bumped into 
him, nearly knocking him over. 
The two men were very apolo- 
getic, helping the man up and 
asking him if he was okay before 
getting on a passing bus. 

Minutes later, the man looked 
inside his envelope to 
that he had been had — his mon- 
ey had somehow been replaced 
with newspaper. 

Office prowler 

A DUMBO office building 
popular with crooks was once 
again the site of a string of bur- 
glaries on Nov. 5, when an un- 
derhanded perp looted at least 
three people’s desks and van- 

The robberies all took place 
between 2 and 6 pm as the thief 
apparently worked his way 
through the building — located 
on Main Street near Water Street 
— looking for easy opportuni- 
ties. 

The first victim, a 27-year-old 
woman, was in a meeting for an 
hour and returned to find that her 
desk had been cleaned out. She 
lost $60, a $75 Metrocard, and a 
$300 gift card for J Crew, along 
with other credit cards. 

The second victim left her bag 
on her desk while she left the 
room and discovered that some- 
one had stolen her cellphone and 
her Marc Jacobs wallet — which 
contained no cash, but was 
worth $100. 

The final victim left her desk 
for only a few minutes — 
enough time for the unknown 
crook to take her pocketbook, 
which contained several credit 

Child’s play 

A 13-year-old’s phone was 
snatched at gunpoint on Nov. 8, 


but he ended up grabbing the 
phone right back. 

The youngster was walking 
down Pacific Street at around 4 
pm and was close to Nevins 
Street when a 5-foot-7 man 
wearing a dark jacket ap- 
proached him. The perp showed 
off a gun, asked for the cell- 
phone, and snatched it from his 
young victim’s hands. 

The 13-year-old, apparently 
unafraid of the gun, ran after the 
perp, grabbed his phone from the 
man and ran back to his house, 
where he called the police on his 
recaptured cellphone. 


Low-cal crime 

A Fulton Street outlet of a na- 
tional sandwich chain renown 
for its “6 grams of fat or less” 
sandwiches was robbed at gun- 
point by two men who weren’t 
exactly looking to eat healthy on 

The dastardly duo entered the 
restaurant, which is near Clinton 
Avenue, around 4 pm and didn’t 
waste any time. One of them 
pulled a gun on the lone em- 
ployee behind the counter and 
shouted, “Where’s the safe?” 
while the other one, who also 
had a gun, stood look out at the 

The first perp vaulted the 
counter — leaving a shoe print 
on the glass — and ordered the 
employee to the back of the store 
while he helped himself to $200 
from the register. 

They ran away down Fulton 
Street without any attempt on the 
safe, cops said. 

Tool time 

A Fulton Street hardware 
store owner defended his liveli- 
hood on Nov. 7, as he brawled 
with a would-be shoplifter be- 
fore cops showed up to arrest the 

The suspicious-looking cus- 

Waverly Avenue, around noon. 
The small businessman observed 
the perp putting a drill in his 
hand and approached him. When 
the man picked up a piece of 
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wood — perhaps to use as a 
weapon — the shopkeeper de- 
cided violence was the answer 
and hit the man over the head 
with a two-by-four. 

This only made the man an- 
gry, however, and he pushed the 
wood-wielding owner out of the 
window and into the street. The 
perp had his opponent on the 
ground when the cops fortuitous- 
ly showed up and took the as- 
sailant into custody. 

Generation ex 

A 53-year-old man was at- 
tacked by a gang of teens one- 
third his age on Nov. 9, but he 
got the last laugh when the po- 
lice arrested the youthful offend- 

The man was minding his 
own business on the comer of 
Vanderbilt Street and Willough- 
by Avenue at around 8 pm when 
five teens came up to him and 
without warning, pushed him to 
the ground and hit him while he 
was down, injuring his arm and 
leg. The violent hooligans didn’t 
even appear to want his money, 
as they ran off without taking 
anything. 

The almost-AARP victim 
called the police, who searched 
the area and arrested the youths, 
who were all 15 to 18 years old. 

Torn twenty 

A criminal couple attacked a 
teen on Nov. 8, but all they have 
to show for it is half of a $20 
bill. 

The 16-year-old boy was 
walking on Park Avenue around 
4:30 pm when the perps, a man 
and a woman, began walking be- 
hind him. They approached him 
when he got to Cumberland 
Street, and the man asked the 
teen, “What you got?” 

The pair proceeded to attack 
him, and although the victim told 
“beat up,” he man- 


aged to hold o: 




they got a hold of a $20 
bill, but only succeeded in rip- 
ping it in half. 

They fled down Park Avenue 
without taking anything else. 

Ganged up 

A 17-year-old lost an unfair 
fight when a gang of six guys 
knocked him down and took his 
cellphone on Nov. 7. 

The victim was walking down 
Greene Avenue around 3 pm and 
was near Cambridge Place when 
he noticed that six suspicious 
characters were tailing him. One 
of them hit him in the back of 
the head, knocking him down, 
and they held him while reliev- 
ing him of his $300 Verizon 
phone. The roughed-up youth 
told cops that he recognized one 
of them, possibly from school. 

Wine raid 

A Lafayette Avenue Mediter- 
ranean restaurant’s wine collec- 
tion was drastically reduced ear- 
ly in the morning of Nov. 6, as 
some grape-loving thieves made 
off with 100 bottles. 

The last employee left the 
eatery, near Adelphi Street, at 
around 1 am. By 8 the next 
morning, the opening crew dis- 
covered that the side gate had 
been broken and some busy bur- 
glars had transported $1,720 
worth of wine to parts unknown. 

Also missing was an iPod and 
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www.doctorstuartfriedman.com 
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American Housewares is now 
carrying a select line of new 

FLAT SCREEN HDTVs... 

Stop in today, and have 
a new TV in time for 

FOOTBALL SUNDAY! 

v n / jm e 85 Court Street 
Jnmi/CUatZ Open 7 Days A Week • 
Subway: A, C, F, M, N 
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Nov. 8. A 73-year-old man 
parked his car at the comer of 
Greene Avenue and Cambridge 
Place around 3:30 pm and re- 
turned a half hour later to dis- 
cover his passenger door was 
ajar and his credit cards were 
missing. Fortunately, his credit 
card company called him to no- 
tify him of “suspicious activity” 
on his cards and he cancelled 
them before any charges were 
made. 

That same day, a 70-year-old 
parked his 2005 Honda sedan on 
the comer of Hall Street and 
DeKalb Avenue around 1 1 am. 
By 8 pm, his window was bro- 
ken and his car had been cleaned 
out — among the missing items 
were two briefcases, 25 DVDs, 
and a set of brand new text- 
books. The items were worth 
$1,215, cops said. 

The car that was stolen was a 
2000 Mitsubishi Galant. Its own- 
er parked it on Heet Walk near 
Tillary Street around 8:30 am on 
Nov. 8 and left it there for a cou- 
ple days. Upon returning to her 
parking spot at 3:30 pm on Nov. 
11, the 48-year-old woman 
found that her car had disap- 


Trick or treat? 

A cat burglar broke into an 
empty Baltic Street house on 
Halloween and fled with two 
passports, thousands of dollars in 
cash and a pile of dress-up-wor- 
thy gold jewelry. 

The criminal broke into the 
house, which is between Bond 
and Nevins streets, through a 
rear window sometime between 
4:30 and 8:30 pm on Oct. 31, 
cops said. 

The victim, a 59-year-old wom- 
an, lost $3,000, $873 in money 
orders and jewelry worth $5,000. 

The stolen passports are valu- 
able on the black market, cops 

ATM fresh 

A gun-packing mugger robbed 
a 24-year-old man walking on 
Bond Street around midnight on 
Nov. 4, police said. 

The hood, who wore a gray 
jacket, approached his mark near 
Sackett Street with his weapon 
in hand. 

“I know you have the money, 
so don’t f— ing try it,” he said. 

After the victim handed over 
25 $20 bills, the perp fired his 
gun two times, striking a blue 
Subaru parked nearby before 

No witnesses were hurt, but 
two bullet holes were left in the 
driver’s side of the car, police 
said. — with Ariella Cohen 
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Congregation 
Mount Sinai 



diverse community, 
life-long learning and to caring for 
the world and each other. 

Shabbat evening service 
every Friday at 6:30 pm 

every Saturday at 9:30 am 


Sat. mornings at 10:00 an 

Ad Rabbi CarfcTcarte^ 01 
Park Slope's Egalitarian, 


Shabbat Shalom! 

B'nai Avraham 



Shabbat Vayishlach 

M, Nov. 23, before 4:15 pm 

Shabbat Vayeishev 

Fri., Nov. 30, before 4:12 pm 


St. John— St. Matthew-Emanuel 
Lutheran Church Park Slope 

283 Prospect Ave (5 ,h and 6 th Aves.) 
(718)768-0528 www.stime.org 
ELCA — Reconciling in Christ 
Sunday Worship 11:00 
Rev. David C. Parsons 


Brown Memorial 
Baptist Church 


Cong. B’nai Jacob 

TT* Park Slope Synagogue 
401 9th Str. btw 6th & 7th Ave. 

718-832-1266 


Kid mugged 

A 13-year-old walking home 
from school was robbed on Nov. 
8 by two men who didn’t want to 
pick on anyone their own size. 

The boy was walking on 
Navy Walk near Myrtle Avenue 
around 3:30 pm when two men 
— one 6-foot-4, one 5-foot-5 — 
came up from behind him. The 
bigger one put the kid in a head- 
lock while his shorter sidekick 
wrenched the iPod Shuffle out of 
their victim’s hands. 

They ran away and the boy’s 
father reported the crime when 
he came home. The victim said 
he had seen the pair in the area 

Car break-ins 

At least three cars were bro- 
ken into and another was stolen 
in Fort Greene last week, as 
thieves made off with tuxedos, 
textbooks and credit cards. 

The first incident occurred the 
night of Nov. 4. A 32-year-old 
parked his 2001 Dodge Chero- 
kee on Vanderbilt Avenue near 
Greene Avenue around 8:30 pm. 
He came back at 10:30 the next 
morning to find that his rear win- 
dow was broken and the five 
Calvin Klein tuxedos he had in 
the car — one for every week- 
day? — had vanished. The de- 
signer tuxes were worth a total 
of $3,125, cops said. 

The next incidents occurred 
within hours of each other on 
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WINDSOR TERRACE, KENSINGTON 


The karma 
conundrum 
w 


PS... 

I LOVE YOU 



r hat goes around, comes 
around — or so they say. Or, 
as my Mend Jenny Douglas, 
a Park Sloper and one of the creators 
and coordinators of KarmaTube.org, 
says, “Light begets light.” 

KarmaTube is the latest user- 
generated content Web site, like 
YouTube, where viewers provide 
the videos. But that’s where the re- 
semblance ends. KarmaTube’s 
videos are meant to inspire change 
and spread some good around. Ap- 
parently it’s really caught on — 
launched last January, KarmaTube 
already has more than 10,000 sub- 
scribers. 

KarmaTube is run on a com- 
pletely volunteer basis and oper- 
ates with zero budget. This, Douglas tells me, is part of the 
beauty of the organization. It is all about service and creating 
good karma. 

Talking to Douglas got me thinking about karma, and how it 
appears here in my own neighborhood of Park Slope. In fact, 
right across the street from where I was having coffee at 
Ozzie’s, I found my first example. There was the grand open- 
ing of Mandala Tibetan Store, which sells Tibetan jewelry, fab- 
ric goods and artworks. That storefront had been empty for a 
few weeks, after the shoe store, which had been there for years, 

It turns out that the owner of the building is allowing Man- 
dala to try its hand at success at a sharply reduced rental rate 
while he continues to look for a permanent tenant. 

Now that’s creating good karma! 

Of course, there are plenty of examples around here of not- 
so-good karma, too. How about building a Whole Foods on a 
toxic site? Bad karma. Allowing the fence to fall in, making it 
possible for neighborhood kids to play in the construction site 
— very bad karma. 

What about all the children’s clothing stores on Seventh Av- 
enue that shut down ear- 
ly on Halloween, refus- 
ing to take part in the an- 
nual Slope tradition of 
giving out candy? Bad 

Baking dozens of 
bright orange bagels for 
Halloween? Good karma! 
(Unless, of course, you 
worry about having your 
kids eat all that dye. 
Hmm . . . well, so-so kar- 
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'Broken' angel — *• 

DOWNTOWN 

Honoring abolition 


Parking in front of 
someone’s private ga- 
rage — bad karma, defi- 
nitely. Putting a note on 
your windshield with 
needs you 


your cellphone number on 

to move? Still not exactly good karma — but better. 

Asking people to contribute used books for charity? Good 
karma. Getting upset when you get too many? Bad karma. 

Letting homeless guys sleep on the steps of your church? 
Good karma. Watching the situation get out of hand and asking 
them to leave? Yipes — now I’m stuck. 

It looks like trying to be the neighborhood karma arbiter isn’t 
as easy as I thought it would be. I suspect I may simply be con- 
fusing good karma and bad karma with what I approve of and 
don’t approve of. 

So I asked Douglas what the karma in KarmaTube all about. 

“Karma is a Sanskrit word that means action,” she told me. 
“Everything we do actively contributes to our past, present, and 
future experiences.” The cause and effect nature of this defini- 
tion is not about what is good or bad. And, then there is that 
business about how doing good 

I had hoped for a more dis- 
tinct definition to guide me in 
my karma scoring. Worse, I am 
horrified to realize that if I am 
too reckless with my “bad” 
karma labels, I myself may be 
creating bad karma! 

OK, maybe the storeowners 
of all those children’s clothing 
stores have kids of their own to 
take trick-or-treating. Maybe 
that person who parked in front 
of my neighbor’s garage was re- 
sponding to an emergency. And 
maybe we aren’t doing those 
homeless men any favors by let- 
ting them sleep on church steps 
and giving them money. Per- 
haps that keeps them horn seek- 
ing the help they really need. 

It’s a tricky business, that 
karma thing. 

Wendy Ponte is a writer 
and parenting expert who 
lives in Park Slope. 
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By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

This could be the start of 
something big — or hundreds 
of stolen umbrellas. 

More than 30 local business 
owners cheered the launch of 
the Park Slope Civic Council’s 
“Buy in Brooklyn” initiative at 
the Community Bookstore on 
Tuesday night, an effort that in- 
cludes the usual slogans, logos 
and pamphlets — plus the dis- 
tribution of 400 yellow umbrel- 
las that storeowners can give 
their customers on rainy days. 

The customers are then sup- 
posed to return the “Buy in 
Brooklyn” logo-emblazoned 
bumbershoots to a participating 
store once the weather clears up. 

Good luck with that. 

“The umbrellas are just a 
gimmick to get attention to the 
‘Buy in Brooklyn’ campaign,” 
said Civic Council President 
Ken Freeman. “But the larger 
goal is to get people to make 
just a few more of their pur- 
chases in the local area.” 

Freeman estimated that 

every dollar spent in Park Slope Melinda Morris, owner of the Seventh Avenue stationery shop 

is spent two more times in the Lion in the Sun, shows off one of the new umbrellas that will the sheetsaid^'Et 

neighborhood. be at the ready at participating ' 



5th’s BID fight 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 


store is doing amazingly well. 
But we can do more. The best 
way to ensure the health of my 
store is to ensure the health of 
all the surrounding stores.” 

The first event of the “Buy in 
Brooklyn” campaign will be an 
extended hours shopping night 
on Dec. 13. Local merchants 
are being asked to stay open 
late and offer “a fun winter 
treat” like eggnog, Bohne said. 

Councilman David Yassky 
(D-Park Slope) said he wasn’t 
surprised that so many commu- 
nities are talking about ways to 
save their so-called “Mom and 
Pop” stores. Council hearings 
on such topics, he said, are al- 
ways packed. 

“People realize that for a 
g> neighborhood to be a neighbor- 
| hood, we have to protect the lo- 
| cal merchants,” he said. 

| And those umbrellas? As the 
7 businessowners left the kick-off 
| on Tuesday night, they were giv- 
^ en the umbrellas and an instruc- 
? tion sheet that reminded them 
I what the whole thing was about. 
‘The point is . . . reinforcing 
the idea that local merchants 
look after the neighborhood,” 
reryone is bet- 
ting that people can’t share. 
They’re betting that people will 
fitting that the kick-off grab an umbrella and keep it to 
~ " themselves — but Park Slope is 

better than that!” 

And if the neighborhood isn't 
better than petty larceny, the 
Civic Council is savvy enough 
to consider the bottom line: 
“What’s someone going to do by 
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Visit Our 
New Location! 

1 lth Year in 
Park Slope 

463 4th Street 

Between 7th & 8th Aves. 

718.788.1700 
Tu-Sun 11 am -8pm 
www.ilcamelionsalonspa.c6 


Experience Aveda Full Spectrum* hair color. Up to 99% naturally derived 
ingredients*; infused with protective plant oils. Hair looks and feels 
soft, shiny and healthy. Receive a free" 5-day supply of Color Conserve” 
Shampoo and Conditioner when you book a free hair color consultation. 



AVEDA 


at Community Book- 
itore, which appeared to be on 
ts last page just six months ago 
mtil it was adopted by its cus- 


it for et 


1 other,” said hanging onto an umbrella and 


re that could finally diminish Fifth Avenue’s reputa- owner Catherine Bohne. “I using it?” the instructions asked. 


tion as Seventh Avenue’s ugly younger sibling, business owners asked for help and 
won preliminary approval on Wednesday to form a business im- 
provement district. 

The incipient Fifth Avenue BID, approved overwhelmingly by 
Community Board 6, would stretch from Dean to 18th streets, and 
proposes to provide extra cleaning, better lighting and more — serv- 
ices that, in a perfect world, city government would provide. 

“[A BID] will finally move Fifth Avenue to a new level,” said 
Irene LoRe, the co-chair of the BID’S steering committee and the 
owner of Aunt Suzie’s Restaurant, which has been on the avenue for 
20 years. 

LoRe envisions a spiffed up thoroughfare, with J.J. Byrne Park, 
between Third and Fourth streets, as its “central plaza.” 

“I want to do midnight showings of ‘the Rocky Horror Picture 
Show’ there during the summer,” she said. 

The avenue’s approximately 600 retailers would agree to pay an 
additional tax to underwrite the BID’S costs, or about $500 a year. 

“This is a self-selection process,” said CB 6 District Manager 
Craig Hammerman. “Merchants took the ball and ran with it.” 

Now that they have the CB 6 approval, BID organizers will take 
their case to the city’s Department of Small Business Services, 
which oversees the city’s 56 BIDs and is eager to oversee more. 

Many businessowners said they support the BID bid, but not 
everyone is all that excited about the prospect of more expenses. 

“These are small stores, and business is not good here,” said a 
woman named Inga, the co-owner of Optical Illusion, between 11th 
and 12 streets. “We are Fifth Avenue, but we are not Seventh Av- 
enue. I personally think it’s a lot of money.” 

This would be the community’s second BID. The neighborhood’s 
first — the North Flatbush BID — was formed more than 20 years 


‘Advertise ‘Buy in Brooklyn!”’ 



FLFIT SCREEI1 TUs 


American Housewares is now 
carrying a select line of new 
FLAT SCREEN HDTVs... 

Stop in today, and have 
a new TV in time for 
FOOTBALL SUNDAY! 


85 Court Street In Downtown Brooklyn 

Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 
Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 
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374 7th Avenue 

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts) 

718-832-0655 


We Print Stuff 

100 % Recycled 

Vegetable Inks 
with Low VOCs 

Chemical-Free 
CTP Production 

Wind Power 

r 

ROLLING PRESS 

Brochures 

an environmentally-friendly 
boutique print house 

Postcards 

Catalogs 


Magazines 

718 625 6800 T 
718 625 0669 F 

Marketing 

Collateral 

www.rollingpress.com 

Etc. fir 


The New York City Department of Transportation (NYCDOT) invites you to 

Come and Share Your Ideas 


PlaNYC Workshop 
On Neighborhood Parking 
In Brooklyn 


Tuesday, November 27, 2007 
6:30-8:30 pm 

Come Between 6:00 - 6:30 pm 

Congregation Beth Elohim 
274 Garfield Place (at 8th Ave.) 
Brooklyn, NY 

For more information about the project, visit the NYCDOT Web site at www.nyc.gov/dot 


RSVP Required by 11/26/07 to: planycpark@hshassoc.com or 

call 917.339.0488. Use "Brooklyn Workshop" as subject line of email. 


For workshop information, directions or special needs accommodations, contact: 
Howard/Stein-Hudson Associates at (917) 339-0488. 
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Quality, Reliable Healthcare For The Entire Family 



I Preferred Health Partners 

offers quality healthcare at 
10 convenient center locations 
throughout Brooklyn with one in 
your neighborhood. Most major 
insurances accepted. 


•Bay Ridge Center-740 64th Street 
•Bedford Center-233 Nostrand Avenue 
•Coney Island Center-1230 Neptune Avenue 
•Downtown Center-345 Schermerhom Street 
•Empire Center-546 Eastern Parkway 
•Flatbush Center- 1000 Church Avenue 
•Kings Highway Center-3245 Nostrand Avenue 
•Lindenwood Center-2832 Linden Boulevard 
•Brooklyn Heights Center- 200 Montague Street 
•Brooklyn Heights Center Annex- 195 Montague Street 


is now 

Preferred ie&bttv Pa r t n e r s 


HEALTH ALLIANCE 


TRUST... 


Obstetrics/Gynecology • Ophthalmology • Orthopedics • Otolaryngology/ENT • Pediatrics • Physical Therapy • Podiatry • Radiology 
Allergy • Cardiology • Dermatology • Family Practice • Gastroenterology • General Surgery • Oncology • Internal Medicine*Urology 


ocs.com* 1-888-761 -9088 


PARK 


RIDGE 


191 15TH ST. BROOKLYN 
T:7 18. 965. 6200 
OPEN 24HRS 


9215 4TH AVE. BROOKLYN 
T:71 8.238.9400 
OPEN 24HRS 


Good at any location. 


Name: 
Address: 
Phone: 
Exfk Date: 


Must be 1 9 years at age or older. Local residents with 
valid driver’s license. Not valid if tree trial has been 
used in past 1 2 months. For first time guest only: 


POLICE BLOTTER 


First iPhone 
is stolen in 
Park Slope! 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It was bound to happen, but 
police records indicate that a 
Union Street resident has the 
distinction of being the first 
victim of an iPhone robbery in 
Park Slope. 

The 3 1-year-old told cops that 
she was walking home from the 
subway on Nov. 5 at around 7 
pm when she was approached 
by two petps, one of whom 
slipped his hand into her jacket 
and removed the fancy phone. 

She didn’t get a good look at 
either thief. 

The crime is the first record- 
ed theft of an iPhone in the 78th 
Precinct, according to police 

Bus bumping 

Two women had their wal- 
lets stolen on Nov. 5 in the old- 
est trick in the transit playbook: 
the bump and rob. 

In the first case, a 54-year-old 
woman riding on the B63 at 
around noon told cops that her 
wallet was picked out of her bag. 
She lost $67 and the wallet, but 
canceled the credit cards . 

Six hours later, a 60-year-old 
woman felt a bump against her 
while she was riding the B41 
bus. When she got off the bus, 
she realized her wallet — and 
the $300, credit cards and bank 
check for $500 — was gone. 

Later, she discovered that a 
thief had made a $1 purchase 
on her credit card. 

Car stuff 

At least one car was stolen 
and another broken into on Park 
Slope streets this week. 

The theft occurred on Nov. 8 
at around 11:30 am, after a 41- 
year-old man parked his 1994 
Honda Civic — a popular mod- 
el among thieves, believe it or 
not — on 10th Street between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues. 

When he returned the next 
afternoon, the car was gone. 
Police asked the neighbors, and 
one told cops that she had seen 
four men casing the vehicle 
with flashlights. 

The break-in took place on 
Nov. 4, sometime after 5 pm. 
The owner of the 2004 Chevy 
Suburban had parked it at the 
comer of Prospect Park West 
and President Street, but re- 
turned to it the next morning to 
find the rear driver’s-side win- 
dow smashed. Missing was a 
credit card and a digital camera. 

Cab mayhem 

Two men were arrested — a 
cabbie and the man who tried to 
rob him — in a crime gone 
wrong on Nov. 11. 

At around 1 am, a man 
leaped into a 41-year-old livery 
driver’s cab on Fourth Avenue 
between Douglass and Degraw 
streets and started screaming, 
“Give me the money! Give me 
the money.” 

A struggle ensued, but the 
driver was able to get out of the 
car and grab a metal rod from 
his trunk, cops said. 

He used the metal rod to 
strike the would-be thief repeat- 
edly across the head. 

Both men were arrested: the 
driver for assault and the thief 
for attempted robbery, cops said. 

Flatbush farmed 

A thief stole a laptop from a 
Flatbush Avenue apartment in 
broad daylight on Nov. 9. 

Cops say the man entered 
the apartment, which is at 
Prospect Place, at around 9 am 
by sneaking through an open 
rear window. 

He grabbed the highly port- 
able computer and got the heck 
out of there. 


A man is 
stabbed 
to death 


The Brooklyn Paper 

An East New York man 
was stabbed and killed on 
12th Street on Monday night 
after an argument with anoth- 
er man, who was later arrested 
for the crime, cops said. 

Police said William Rosario, 
26, succumbed to a single stab 
wound in the chest in the 10 pm 
incident between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues. He was taken to 
New York Methodist Hospital, 
but was dead on arrival. 

It’s unclear what sparked the 
dispute. Police said they arrest- 
ed the suspect, who also needed 
treatment for “minor injuries he 
received during the dispute.” 
The arrested man, 29, was 
charged with manslaughter and 
criminal possession of a 
weapon — the knife, which 
was recovered at the scene. 

— Kuntzman 


Subway punch 

A man who was doing noth- 
ing more than playing a video 
game on his cellphone as he 
rode home on the 2 train was 
suddenly attacked by two men 
on Nov. 8. 

The 32-year-old Fincoln 
Place man said he’d entered the 
subway system at Wall Street in 
Manhattan at around 4:45 pm. 
Without warning, he said, one 
of the men punched him hard 
across the chin and sent him 
flying to the dirty floor of the 
subway. 

The perp tried to steal the 
wallet while the accomplice 
served as a lookout. After a 
brief struggle, the victim gave 
up the wallet, which contained 
$50 and a library card. 

Cops say they are looking 
for two black men, one 5-foot- 
11, 190 pounds, and the other 
6-foot-l , 150 pounds. 

School daze 

Two desktop computers 
were stolen from a public 
school on Park Place on Oct. 
29, cops said. 

The iMac computers were in 
a locked room — and the pad- 
lock was not damaged in the 
crime, an indication that it may 
have been an inside job. 

Officials at the school, which 
is between Fifth and Sixth av- 
enues, told cops that “multiple” 
employees have access to the 
room where the computers 
were kept. 


Correction 

An article last week, “Moo- 
ney’s closing forever,” (Nov. 10) 
implied that Royal Video, a 
rental store that is also on Flat- 
bush Avenue, was closing. The 
current location of the store is in- 
deed closing, but Royal Video is 
moving to a new location two 
blocks away at 317 Flatbush 
Ave., between Seventh Avenue 
and Prospect Place. 
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Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 



A warm, welcoming, and Jewishly 
diverse community, dedicated to 
life-long learning and to caring for 
the world and each other. 

Please join us! 

Shabbat evening service 
every Friday at 6:30 pm 

every Saturday at 9:30 am 


PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 



768-1453 A312t 


Shabbat Shalom! 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 


Rabbi Aaron L. Raskii 


Candle 

Lighting 


Shabbat Vayishlach 

Fri., Nov. 23, before 4:15 pm 

Shabbat Vayeishev 

Fri., Nov. 30, before 4:12 pm 


St. John— St. Matthew-Emanuel 
Lutheran Church Park Slope 

283 Prospect Ave (5 1 ! 1 and 6 1 ! 1 Aves.) 
(718)768-0528 www.stime.org 
ELCA — Reconciling in Christ 
Sunday Warship 11:00 
Rev. David C. Parsons 


Brown Memorial 
Baptist Church 



• Park Slope Synagogue 







Read your local stoop here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com 


November 1 7, 2007 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


CD 


3 



Legislation is 
for the birds 
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Matthew Lysiak 



'Broken' angel 

DOWNTOWN 

Honoring abolition 


k ay Ridge’s pigeon man can be 

K found most summer days on 

W the comer of 79th and Third 
Avenue selling used books off a 
fold up table. When the guy spots a 
family walking by, he calmly ex- 
tends his hand up in the air and mo- 
ments later a pigeon swoops down 

Of course, the guy isn’t the rein- 
carnation of St. Francis, he just 
hides some breadcrumbs in his 
hand or something, but while the 
act may be a little tacky, it should- 
n’t cost him a $1,000, which could 
become a reality if one local pol 
gets his way. 

This anti-pigeon measure is the brainchild of Councilman 
Simcha Felder (D-Bensonhurst), who on Monday unveiled an 
ambitious plan to outlaw the feeding of pigeons. His goal, he 
says, in to cut down on that feared social menace: pigeon drop- 
pings. 

“The people of New York are sick and tired of dodging pi- 
geons and their droppings as they walk around the city,” Felder 
said. “The government needs to take responsibility for this issue 
and end the free reign of pigeons in our city.” 

Felder is well known to readers of The Brooklyn Paper. This 
is the Othodox Jewish man who hid in a City Council men’s 
room rather than vote for openly gay Councilwoman Christine 
Quinn for speaker (even though he supported her!). And this is 
the same member of that esteemed body who started crusading 
against flyers and handbills after his mother got a litter summons 
for an errant circular. 

This time, at lease, Felder has identified one of the true hor- 
rors of city living. Everyone has had that moment, usually dur- 

ing a nice summer day, 

when something hits the 
top of your head and af- 
ter reaching in your hair 
with hopes that what 
you felt was an acorn or 
anything but the pigeon 
guano now in your hair 
and hand. 

Inconvenient, yes, but 
is this really the reason 
we elect our public ser- 
office? 

Yellow Hooker may 
not be a scientist, but on 
face value, the concept 
9 of trying to stop pigeons 

from pooping on us 
comes across as slightly insane. Pigeons don’t survive in the city 
because we feed them. They survive here because there is 
garbage all over our streets that they eat. We already have laws 
against garbage and everyone just ignores those. 

I mean, no one can seriously believe that this city needs mote 
bureaucracy in the form of a pigeon czar (that’s right, a pigeon 
czar!) any more than we need more reasons for law enforcement 
to ticket residents , or more reasons for neighbors to call 3 1 1 to 
report 9-year old girls throwing bread cmmbs on her stoop. 

What’s next? Are we going to sponsor legislation to outlaw 
rainy days or cursing cab drivers? 

St. Francis, the 12th-century friar who was known for preach- 
ing to birds, wouldn’t have lasted two hours in this environment. 

There are prices of city living that we all must deal with and 
the occasional pigeon poop in the hair is one of them. Local pols 
who are oblivious to the limits of their own powers are another. 
Matthew Lysiak is a freelance writer who lives in Bay Ridge. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Credit where due: Blogger "Left in Bay Ridge" told me the 
news: A Starbucks is opening up at 85th Street and Third 
Avenue, raising the community total to four. ... Last week, 
Councilman Vince Gentile (D-Bay Ridge) joined former pa- 
tients of Bay Imaging to announce the release of thousands of 
medical records held hostage by the radiological facility during 
an 18-month fight. Woman who need access to their records are 
encouraged to call Gentile’s office at (718) 748-5200. . . . Watch 
out Gentile: Speculation is heating up that state Sen. Marty 
Golden’s able aide, John Quaglione, is eyeing a run for City 
Council. Gentile is not term-limited until 2013. . . . You, too, can 
sue the Metropolitan Transportation Authority! In an effort to 
give a voice to commuters, Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay Ridge) 
is urging residents to e-mail complaints about driving since the 
start of the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge construction, which 
Fossella will submit to a judge as part of his lawsuit against the 
MTA. E-mail testimonials to FixTheVZB@gmail.com. ... 
CNBC’s Lawrence Kudlow was the guest of honor at the 
Brooklyn Conservative Party’s Nov. 1 dinner at Rex 
Manor on 60th Street and 11th Avenue. In addition, Sgt. Nick 
Badolato received the Jim Ryan Award for Longtime Service 
to the conservative cause. The party’s county chairman Jerry 
Kassar was also on hand, along with state Sen. Marty Gold- 
en and New York State Conservative Party Chairman Michael 
R. Long. And it’s not exactly lions lying down with lambs, but 
Kings County Republican Party Chairman Craig Eaton was 
also there. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 
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A loss for Victory Memorial 


By Loren Bonner 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Victory Memorial Hospital 
appears to be on its deathbed: 
The 107-year-old Bay Ridge 
institution announced sweep- 
ing layoffs last week and 
could be shuttered by Feb. 1 . 

The hospital, in the throes of 
bankruptcy for a year, revealed 
on Nov. 10 that approximately 
900 workers would be without 
jobs on Jan. 1 . Plans call for the 
rest of the medical staff to be 
phased out through the first 
month of the new year. 

Hopes for a takeover by 
SUNY Downstate Medical 
Center were dashed on Mon- 
day, bringing Victory Memori- 
al’s demise a step closer. 

“They’re going to have 
blood on their hands,” said Dr. 
Simon Saada, director of 
Surgery and Urology at the hos- 
pital since 1989. 

Supporters said 300,000 peo- 
ple in Bay Ridge, Dyker 
Heights and Bensonhurst — 
many of them senior citizens 
and immigrants — would be 
left without proper medical care 
if Victory closes. 

“I’m going to predict a 
healthcare crisis come Febru- 
ary,” said Bill Guarinello, the 
acting chair of the not-for-profit 
hospital’s board of trustees. 

The Draconian layoff moves 
come in response to the de- 
mands of creditors, said Clau- 
dia Hutton, a spokeswoman for 
the state Health Department. 

The 92nd Street medical 
center was among those recom- 
mended for closure by the 
Berger Commission, a state pa- 



You know it's an important issue when these three guys stand together. On Monday, Council- 
man Vince Gentile (D-Bay Ridge), state Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge) and Rep. Vito Fos- 
sella (R-Bay Ridge) joined a rally to save Victory Memorial Hospital. 


nel charged with helping reduce 
the number of empty hospital 
beds to save taxpayer money. 

Victory Memorial owes cred- 
itors $90 million, said Assem- 
blyman Peter Abbate (D-Dyker 
Heights), who is among those 
battling to save the hospital. 

“Health care is going up and 
they’re looking at the bottom 


line — not lives,” said Abbate. 

Area residents will now have 
to choose between two already 
understaffed and overburdened 
hospitals: Lutheran Medical 
Center in Sunset Park and Mai- 
monides Medical Center in 
Borough Park. 

But Victory Memorial sup- 
porters — including state Sen. 


Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge), 
Councilman Vince Gentile 
(D-Bay Ridge) and Rep. Vito 
Fossella (R-Bay Ridge) — 
vowed to fight until the end, 
rallying on Monday at the hos- 

“I will not leave until they 
put the bolt on the door,” added 


Bay Ridge ferry gains steam 


By Joe Jordan 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The prospects for 
a ferry from the 
69th Street pier to 
the Financial Dis- 
trict are in a holding 
pattern, but it was 
full-speed-ahead on 
Tuesday as propo- 
nents of the service 
invited passengers 
on board for a suc- 
cessful dry-run. 

Organized by lo- 
cal activists Heather 
McCown, Adam 
Wasserman, and Pe- 
ter Killen, the 20- 
minute ride from 
Bay Ridge to Lower 
Manhattan went off without a 
hitch. 

Well, sort of. 

Since there is currently no 
landing for boats at the 69th 
Street pier, the ferry actually 
left from Sunset Park’s 58th 
Street pier and first headed 
south so that it could appropri- 
ately simulate the ride from 
69th Street. 

Twenty minutes later, at a 



Sunset Ridge Waterfront Alliance Directors (from left) Andrew Wasser- 
man, Heather McCown, and Peter Killen sponsored a ferry ride from 
the 69th Street pier on Tuesday to showcase an efficient service. 


the fact that we’ll have even 
more people on an already 
packed subways and buses,” 
said McCown. 

Gentile is hopeful that the 
mayor will change his position 
— a position the councilman 
called “unconscionable!” — 
now that he has an innovated 
new transportation commis- 
sioner, Janette Sadik-Khan. 

“[She] is more of a visionary 
than I’ve seen in the past and I 
think she’s supportive of ferry 
service,” Gentile said. 

A DOT spokesperson has 
said the agency will release its 
study on the viability of the fer- 
ry “by the end of 2007.” 
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speed of 22-knots, the ferry 
docked at Pier 11 in Lower 
Manhattan. 

“Now this is a civilized way 
to travel,” said Councilman 
Vince Gentile (D-Bay Ridge), 
who has been pushing the 
Bloomberg administration to 
spend a $500,000 allocation for 
a 69th Street ferry landing that 
was put into the Department of 
Transportation budget in 2004 


by Gentile and Councilman 
David Yassky (D-Brooklyn 
Heights). 

Since then, McCown has 
been collecting petition signa- 
tures — close to 2,000 and 
counting! — to tell the mayor 
that support for a Bay Ridge 
ferry is strong. 

“Now, with congestion pric- 
ing, pollution pricing, talk of a 
fare hike ... we’re dealing with 
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Umbrella’s rise up: 
‘Buy in Brooklyn’ 



treat” like eggnog, Bohne 


Councilman David 
Yassky (D-Park Slope) said 
he wasn’t surprised that so 
many communities are talk- 
ing about ways to save their 
so-called “Mom and Pop” 
stores. Council hearings on 
» such topics, he said, are al- 
| ways packed. 

“People realize that for 
4 a neighborhood to be a 
i neighborhood, we have to 
£ protect the local mer- 
chants,” he said. 

I And those umbrellas? As 
• the businessowners left the 
• , rr " kick-off on Tuesday night, 

Melinda Morris shows off one of ^ were gj ven ^ 
the new umbrellas that will be at las and m instruction sheet 
the ready at Park Slope stores. that reminded them what 
the whole thing was about. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

This could be the start of 
something big — or hundreds 
of stolen umbrellas. 

More than 30 local business 
owners cheered the launch of 
the Park Slope Civic Council’s 
“Buy in Brooklyn” initiative at 
the Community Bookstore on 
Tuesday night, an effort that in- 
cludes the usual slogans, logos 
and pamphlets — plus the dis- 
tribution of 400 yellow umbrel- 
las that storeowners can give 
their customers on rainy days. 

The customers are then sup- 
posed to return the “Buy in 
Brooklyn” logo-emblazoned 
bumbershoots to a participating 
store once the weather clears up. 

Good luck with that. 

“The umbrellas are just a 
gimmick to get attention to the 
‘Buy in Brooklyn’ campaign,” 
said Civic Council President 
Ken Freeman. “But the larger 
goal is to get people to make 
just a few more of their pur- 
chases in the local area.” 

Freeman estimated that 
every dollar spent in Park Slope 
is spent two more times in the 
neighborhood. 

It was fitting that the kick-off 
event was at Community Book- 
store, which appeared to be on 
its last page six months before 
it was adopted by its customers. 


“My store is the living em- 
bodiment of how we can all 
look out for each other,” said 
owner Catherine Bohne. “I 
asked for help and now the 
store is doing amazingly well. 
But we can do more. The best 
way to ensure the health of my 
store is to ensure the health of 
all the surrounding stores.” 

The first event of the “Buy in 
Brooklyn” campaign will be an 
extended hours shopping night 
on Dec. 13. Local merchants 
are being asked to stay open 
late and offer “a fun winter 


“The point is . . . reinforcmg 
the idea that local merchants 
look after the neighborhood,” 
the sheet said. “Everyone is bet- 
ting that people can’t share. 
They’re betting that people will 
grab an umbrella and keep it to 
themselves — but Park Slope is 
better than that!” 

And if the neighborhood isn't 
better than petty larceny, the 
Civic Council is savvy enough 
to consider the bottom line: 
“What’s someone going to do by 
hanging onto an umbrella and 
using it?” the instructions asked. 
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POLICE BLOTTER 

A 'Good 
Samaritan' 
steals 13G 

By Matthew Lysiak and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


A woman with a flat tire was robbed by a man posing as a 
Good Samaritan on Nov. 7. 

The 24-year-old victim told cops the trouble began at 1 1 :40 am 
when she was pulling out of a Bay Ridge Avenue parking lot, which 
is near Fifth Avenue, and realized her tire was flat. 

When the woman got out of her car to get a better look, a man 
approached offering to help — but moments later, he abruptly 
walked away. 

The confused victim got back in her car when she noticed her 
pocketbook, which contained $12,700, was missing from her back- 

Sweatshirt bully on Shore Road 

That must be one real nice shirt! 

At least it was to one boy who took a beating defending an article 
of clothing from a playground bully on Nov. 8. 

The 16-year-old victim told cops that he made his brave stand 
while hanging out on Shore Road near 83rd Street. 

At around 3 pm, two teens walked up to him and demanded his 
sweatshirt. But when the victim refused, they chased him down then 
punched, kicked, and hit him in the head with a bottle — causing 
the boy to drop the beloved sweatshirt and flee. 

The victim, who was not seriously injured, quickly called cops 
who arrived moments later and arrested the two thugs, ages 14 and 
17, a few blocks away. 

The bloodied victim recovered his shirt. 

Eighth Avenue apartment rob 

A woman returned to her Eighth Avenue apartment to find a back 
window open and her cash stolen on Nov. 7. 

The 40-year-old returned to the unit, which is near 62nd Street, at 
around 3 pm and discovered that thieves had swiped $2,500 from 
her dresser, police said. 

A neighbor told cops he saw a man with long black hair and a 
green shirt running down the fire escape. 

Bike theft saddenes tween 

An 11 -year-old boy says two perps came up from behind him and 
swiped his bike on Nov. 7. 

The boy told cops he was walking his bike at 7:40 pm on Colonial 
Road near 66th Street when he felt a tap on his shoulder, only to turn 
around to discover two bullies staring him down. The boy promptly 
dropped his BMX bike, which is valued at $300, and ran away. 

Road rage over parking space 

An argument over a parking space led to gun violence on Nov. 7. 

The 40-year-old woman told cops she was parking her car at 
around 1 : 30 on Fifth Avenue near 84th Street when she got into an 
argument with another woman who felt the space belonged to her. 

The argument escalated when a man stepped out of the perp’s car 
holding a gun and then struck the victim in the head with the handle 
before getting back in the road rager’s car and driving away. 

The woman was not seriously injured, but did report a bump in 
the head. 


62nd Precinct 


Yet another gym swipe 

That most regular of Police Blotter crimes — the gym swipe — 
is back after a one-month hiatus: This time, a woman had her purse 
stolen from an 86th Street gym on Nov. 10. 

The 38-year-old left her leather purse in the locker room of the 
gym, which is near 19th Avenue, at around 11:30 am to work out. 
When she returned an hour later, sweaty and tired, she discovered 
that her purse was gone — and with it, her credit and debit cards, 
police said. 

The ol’ B82 bump 

For the second consecutive week, a passenger had her wallet 
stolen thanks to the old “bump and rob” while she stood on the 
crowded Kings Highway bus on Nov. 8. 

The 38-year-old was on the B82 bus at around 7:15 pm when an- 
other straphanger bumped into her and lifted her goods. A half hour 
later, when the victim got off the bus at West 12th Street, she real- 
ized her wallet was gone. 

The thief had swiped her cash, credit and debit cards, police said. 

Two for two 

Two residents of an 18th Avenue building had their apartments 
broken into and their property robbed on Nov. 8. 

The first victim returned to her apartment, which is near Cropsey 
Avenue, at around 10 am. The 24-year-old discovered a ransacked 
flat — and eventually found that $7,000 and jewelry had been 
stolen, police said. 

The second victim returned at around the same time to also find a 
looted bedroom. In that case, $5,000 was stolen, police said. 

The thief entered the building through a rear basement door, and 
fled through the same door. 

Morning break-in on West Sixth 

A West Sixth Street home was broken into and a thief made off 
with lots of jewelry and cash on Nov. 8 . 

The 27-year-old left her home, which is near Avenue P, at around 
7:30 am to go to work. When she returned later that night, she found 
that her home had been burglarized of $20,000 and jewelry, police 

Unfortunately, no neighbors saw or heard the break-in. 

Bath Ave rob 

A woman had her purse stolen by three perps while she walking 
on Bath Avenue on Nov. 8. 

The 31 -year-old was near 21st Avenue at around 1:25 pm when 
she was approached by the gang of thieves. The first perp shoved 
her, the second swiped her purse, and the third served as a look out, 
police said. 

The thieves ran off with the purse, which had her credit and debit 
cards, and got into a black four-door sedan, that sped off in an un- 
known direction. 

Bike-riding thief on road again 

A man was beaten, slashed and robbed by two thugs while he 
was on Avenue T on Nov. 6. 

The 28-year-old was biking near West Sixth Street at around 2:40 
am when the duo ran up and pushed him off the mountain bike. 
Next, one perp pulled out a boxcutter and slashed his face, while the 
other took $60 from his wallet. 

The tag team fled with the cash, and the mountain bike in an un- 
known direction leaving the victim on the ground, police said. 
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Tom Gilbert 


The floods 
of 2007 

f f hey screw up and we foot the 

I bill.” That was how Morgan 

I Avenue resident Kevin Mc- 
Evoy summarized his experience 
with the city Department of Envi- 
ronmental Protection at a meeting 
between long-suffering Greenpoint 
homeowners and agency represen- 
tative Debra Pucci on Tuesday 
night at the offices of Assembly- 
man Joe Lentol. 

The topic was the city sewer sys- 
tem — in particular its failure to 
handle the terrible rainstorms of July 
1 8 and Aug 8 . The damage done by 
these storms to parts of Queens 
made national headlines, but they 
wreaked havoc in Greenpoint as 

about how well the infrastructure of North Brooklyn is handling 
the building boom of the past five years and how well city and 
state government are managing this explosive growth. 

The morning of July 18, 1 happened to be driving down Morgan 
Avenue between Nassau and Driggs Avenues at the height of the 
storm. I could not believe what I saw — a river of water as high as 
my hubcaps roaring down the street and cascading over the side- 
walk into basements, as panicked residents ran out of their houses. 

“About 10 am, my wife called me at work,” McEvoy recalled. 
“When I got there, I saw the sewers were backing up, gushing 
through the drains and sink. There was four feet of unbelievably 
foul water in my basement. I have two sump pumps and it took 
them hours to pump the water into my back yard. Both my oil burn- 
er and hot water heater had been partially submerged. I lost furni- 
ture, mgs and boxes of belongings that were stored down there.” 

Across the street, one neighbor found her pet dog desperately 
treading water in the basement. As president of the Morgan-Nas- 
sau Association, Brooklyn’s oldest block association, McEvoy 
polled more than 20 
neighbors and found that 
every one had been af- 
fected. All lost posses- 
sions; many suffered ex- 
pensive damage to hot 
water heaters, floors and 
foundations. 

The August storm 

peat of July’s, maybe 
even a little worse. 

What really bums 
McEvoy and his Mor- 
gan Avenue neighbors is 
that they have been hav- 
ing trouble with the sew- 
ers for years. On top of 
that, unlike the parts of Queens that were hit hard by the storms, 
Morgan Avenue is not the kind of low-lying, naturally wet area 
where occasional floods are inevitable. 

“My wife has been living here since the 1970s,” McEvoy said, 
“and no one remembers any serious flooding problems before the 
late 1990s, when the DEP replaced the main sewer line under 
Morgan Avenue.” Some neighbors believe that the job was 
botched by a DEP subcontractor and halted before completion. 

Since then, Morgan Avenue homeowners have had to replace 
water lines, install pumps and buy expensive check valves — all 
to little or no avail. McEvoy estimates that a decade of sewer-re- 
lated problems has cost him alone over $16,000. 

In any case, McEvoy and his neighbors, along with folks 
from sewer trouble spots such as Jewel Street and Franklin 
Street — where flooded basements were unknown before DEP 
rebuilt the sewers and drains a couple of years ago — came to 
Tuesday’s meeting wanting answers. 

What they got from Pucci was sympathy, shoulder-shrugging 
about overdevelopment in Greenpoint and a promise to investi- 
gate the problems and return for another meeting after Christmas. 

“Councilman [David] Yassky and Assemblyman Lentol have 
been great,” McEvoy said, “but what we need now is real infor- 
mation from DEP and a definite plan to fix the problem.” 

Stay tuned. 

Tom Gilbert is a writer and historian who lives in Greenpoint. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Town Square is holding a “Jingle Bell Bazaar” on Sunday, 
Dec. 9 at 176 Java St. (between Manhattan Avenue and 
McGuinness Boulevard), from 1 1 am to 5 pm. There will be lo- 
cal merchants, artists, artisans and craftsmen. The PS 34 Chil- 
dren's Chorus. Hamilton Dance Studio, the Polish- 
American Folk Dance Company, the Senior Krakus 
Choir and the Brooklyn-Queens Conservatory of Music 
Children's Chorus Group will perform, and there will be sto- 
ry-telling, face-painting and, of course, Fred Claus’s brother! 
For info, contact Caroline at (516) 448-1028 or e-mail her at 
caroline_nasson@hotmail.com. . . . Thirsty locals are still wait- 
ing for the beer garden Radegast ( 113 N. Third St., at Berry 
Street) to open. Tongues are wagging that it should happen 
within the next week. . . . ExxonMobil invited us to Cono 
and Sons on Graham Avenue for a briefing on what a great 
job they’re doing cleaning up the oil spill still oozing under 
Greenpoint (see story), but our attention kept being diverted to 
the delicious stuffed mushrooms and fresh fish. Note to pol- 
luters: You can buy us lunch any time! 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 
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Oil spill fix moves slickly 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 


ic sludge it is currently pump- 
ing out of the ground under- 
neath Greenpoint by the end 
of the year, the company an- 
nounced on Wednesday. 

Andrew Warrell, the compa- 
ny’s global remediation manag- 
er, said ExxonMobil will add 
10 pumps to the 11 it is already 
operating as a part of its effort 
to clean up the estimated 30 
million gallons of oil that slow- 
ly leaked into the ground from 
numerous oil refineries over the 
course of a century. 

The federal Environmental 
Protection Agency once esti- 
mated that it would take anoth- 
er 30 years to finish the 
cleanup, but Warrell told re- 
porters that “there’s no basis for 
those estimates.” 

He added that his company 
has already recovered 9.5 mil- 
lion gallons and spent $50 mil- 
lion — and is currently pump- 
ing the oil out at the rate of 
about 1 ,000 gallons a day. That 
See OIL SLICK on page 4 
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Pedaling some art in W’burg 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The corporate-sponsored 
pedicabs that whisked hipsters 
between galleries last week 
during the Williamsburg 
Gallery Association’s monthly 
art tour were a smashing suc- 
cess — but the service will be 
short-lived unless the associa- 
tion can find someone to pay 
for it. 

“It was really stellar,” associ- 
ation Executive Director Man- 
dy Kalajian said of the pedi- 
cabs, which were provided by 
Manhattan Rickshaw Company 
and paid for by the makers of 
Pemod, the licorice liqueur. 
“We got a great response, espe- 
cially because it was cold and 

Rickshaw company owner 
Peter Meitzler, who lives in 
Williamsburg, said the event 
was so successful because Pem- 
od stepped up to the plate and 
paid the drivers in advance — 
eliminating apprehension from 
potential customers and confu- 
sion from drivers who would 



The Williamsburg Gallery Association got a sponsor to provide pedicab service during it: 
"Every 2nd" event — but the sponsorship for the Dec. 14 gallery hop is in doubt. 


have no way of knowing what 
to charge customers outside 
their normal haunts in Manhat- 
tan neighborhoods like Times 
Square and Greenwich Village. 

Indeed, Kalajian said the as- 
sociation wants to continue the 
complimentary pedicab service, 
but still needs to “work out a 
game plan” for finding a regu- 


lar sponsor to make it “an on- 
going reality.” 

“It’s pretty expensive to pro- 
vide pedicabs for a couple of 
hours every month, so if we can 
find a long-term sponsor to 
make this happen on a regular 
basis that would obviously be 

It would be ideal for gallery 


owners like Marissa Sage, 
whose Like the Spice Gallery is 
at 224 Roebling St. 

“I think people were really 
excited about being driven be- 
tween the galleries,” Sage said. 
“Especially the ones that are 
further out like mine, which is- 
n’t in the main cluster of gal- 



4F Cartridge IJorld 

Make a holiday meal of 
Cartridge World's low prices!! 
Bring your printer ink and laser cartridges 
back for seconds and SAVE. 

Save up to 50%!! 

Call 718 554-1203 

go to www.cwdbklyn.com or 
visit us at 224A Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn 
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Reusing is Recycling. 
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Game-loving drinker gets gamed 
for her loot at popular bar-cade 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Another video-game-loving 
hipster was robbed of her 
pocketbook at the popular 
Union Avenue watering hole 
Barcade on Nov. 11, cops said. 
The 26-year-old Manhattan 



early on Nov. 11 on Humboldt 
Street, stuck the pistol against 
their victim’s head, and stole 
$1,200 _ but one of the men 
was later arrested, police said. 

The 2 am robbery occurred 
near the comer of Scholes 
Street. After the gunman 
showed off his piece, the ac- 



he returned four days later, the 
bike was gone. 

Stole her tires 

A woman who parked her 



window smashed and a digital 
camera missing. 

The 34-year-old victim said 
that his Oakley sunglasses and 



proached — only to steal her 
bag, which contained a Black- 
berry phone and $40. 

Cops say they are looking 
two black men, both 5-foot-8. 

Through roof 


A Kent Avenue warehouse 
was robbed by thieves who 



“fflgS3f35.« 


police that he was near the cor- 
ner of South Fourth Street at 
around 2:30 am when the gun- 
man pointed a black pistol at 
him and said, “Give me all your 


But something spooked the 
thief, because he left on his bi- 
cycle before actually taking 



Bloomy sludging in Greenpoint 





iT'inftriMing 1 bj'die ™Whve doesit erldn’ve been 
I us that this administration's ^no disappointing that the plan 

area,” Thies said. “They putthe and I’m sorry- to say that I’m 
adminishation^Whether iHs A spokeswoman for DEP 
project, that’s exactly what back because it has to be pre- 

me^Thies ldded 3me for ^m^on ^f ^h^ shidge 

The sludge tank and loading tank to be completed in 2011,” 

md Eagle stt^Sco^er- mS^Lre^Tddiv^^f 


Finger fate 
in city hands 

Will tower rise to 16 
stories or stay at 10? 



The New York City Department of Transportation (NYCDOT) invites you to 

Come and Share Your Ideas 


PlaNYC Workshop 
On Neighborhood Parking 
In Brooklyn 

Tuesday, November 27, 2007 
6:30-8:30 pm 

Come Between 6:00 - 6:30 pm 

Congregation Beth Elohim 
274 Garfield Place (at 8th Ave.) 
Brooklyn, NY 


For more information about the project, visit the NYCDOT Web site at www.nyc.gov/dot 


RSVP Required by 11/26/07 to: planycpark@hshassoc.com or 

call 917.339.0488. Use "Brooklyn Workshop" as subject line of email. 


For workshop information, directions or special needs accommodations, contact: 
Howard/Stein-Hudson Associates at (917) 339-0488. 
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They’re learning for the future. 
We're building for it. 


NEW YORK KEEPS GROWING. More people. More kids online learning about the world, doing homework and having 
fun. That means more energy. Con Edison is growing, too. We’re investing $7.5 billion over the next five years in new 
substations, transformers, more than 1 1 ,000 miles of new cable and other improvements. So power is there when you 
want it, now and in the future. Learn more at www.conEd.com. You’ll also find tips on how to save energy and help the 
environment. And remember to report electric service problems to us online or by calling 1-800-75-CONED. 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


End Barclays deal now 


B arclays, the British-based financial behe- 
moth, has been frequently criticized for its 
institutional role in financing the slave trade 
three centuries ago, for conducting business in 
Nazi Germany 60 years ago, and for propping up 
South Africa’s Apartheid regime 30 years ago. 

But Barclays’ appalling lack of civic conscious- 
ness continues to this day — and Brooklyn is be- 
ing tainted by it, thanks to Atlantic Yards devel- 
oper Bruce Ratner. 

This week, the Sunday Times of London, a 
well-respected newspaper, reported that Barclays 
is bankrolling the corrupt and repressive regime 
of Zimbabwean dictator Robert Mugabe, whose 
self-enriching terror has devastated his country’s 
economy and whose twisted agricultural policies 
have left his people destitute and starving. 

This might remain a matter of international, 
rather than local, outrage were it not for the large 
role Barclays will soon play here in Brooklyn, 
thanks to its $400-million deal with Ratner to 
have its tarnished name emblazoned atop the 
publicly financed basketball arena proposed for 
the comer of Flatbush and Atlantic avenues. 


When The Brooklyn Paper first raised ques- 
tions about the Barclays deal in January, Rat- 
ner’s courtiers were quick to discount our criti- 
cism of Barclays’ practices as “ancient history.” 
They attacked The Paper for Unking Barclays to 
financial dealings that involved many other in- 
ternational banking firms. 

But propping up the sinister Mugabe and his 
murderous henchman is not ancient history — 
it’s happening right now. 

And Barclays is profiting from it. 

And so is Brace Ratner. 

The financial giant paid Ratner handsomely 
for the naming rights at the arena (the one being 
built with pubhc money, even though the public 
won’t see a dime of Ratner’s naming rights 
windfall — but we digress). 

By dealing with Barclays, Ratner was stab- 
bing in the back his black supporters (many of 
whom he paid) and trashing whatever legitimate 
good will he might have had in the black com- 
munity. 

At the time, black community leaders reacted 
accordingly. Several, including Councilwoman 


Letitia James, were able to see the real problem 
with the way Ratner conducted his business: 
“Blacks,” she said, “were just tools used by Rat- 
ner to get this project passed.” 

Those who would downplay the significance 
of having the Barclays name atop a pubUcly sub- 
sidized arena in a borough with a sizable 
African-American population should put them- 
selves in the shoes of the descendents of the 
slaves that Barclays family members once trad- 
ed as property and the people of Zimbabwe, 
whose economy is in tatters, whose freedom is 
in chains and whose lives are in danger every 
day because financial institutions like Barclays 
choose profits over people. 

Back when the Barclays deal was announced, 
we called on Bruce Ratner to find a corporate 
partner with greater sensitivity to the Brook- 
lynites who will someday sit in the arena. 

Given the new evidence of Barclays’ relation- 
ship with the evil Mugabe regime, it’s no won- 
der that one of Ratner’s former supporters, As- 
semblyman Hakeem Jeffries, is now calling on 
Brooklynites to say “Enough is enough!” 



LETTERS 


Coney Island’s future is in good hands: Bloomy’s 


To the editor, 

Your editorial (“Bloomy to the Rescue?” 
Nov. 10) asks where the mayor’s proposal for 
Coney Island leaves the freak show. We be- 
lieve that his proposal leaves us in the middle 
of the entertainment district of Coney Island. 

In August, Coney Island USA, parent or- 
ganization of the freak show, purchased its 
building on the comer of Surf Avenue and 
West 12th Street — with funding supplied 
by the city. As a result of the city’s largesse, 
the Freak Show, Mermaid Parade, Bur- 
lesque at the Beach and Coney Island Mu- 
seum, are safe in perpetuity. 

Coney Island USA has also attempted — 
numerous times — to purchase a building 
owned by Thor Equities, only to have Thor 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn Paper, 

55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 

Letters may be edited and will not be 
returned. The earlier in the week you send 


derail negotiations late in the process. Our ex- 
periences with the city and with Thor lead us 
to believe that the city has the best interests of 
Coney Island at heart, while Thor does not. 

While the plan that the city proposes is 
not perfect, we believe that it is a better so- 
lution to the many issues that beset Coney 
Island than the vision promoted by Thor. 

We look forward to working with the 
city to continue to improve its plan. And 
should Thor decide to work within the 
bounds of the city’s proposal, we look for- 
ward to working with it as well. 

David Graft, Coney Island 
The writer is managing director of Coney Is- 
land USA, the non-profit that operates the 
famed circus sideshow and the Coney Island 

For the birds 

To the editor. 

Why did you take such a hostile tone 
about the beautiful Red-breasted nuthatches 
(“Canadian birds invade Brooklyn,” Nov. 
10)? Not only is the word “invasion” used 
throughout, but in the last paragraph, gyrfal- 
cons and snowy owls are called “jerks.” 

All these magnificent birds should be 
welcome in our neighborhood. 

Someone at The Brooklyn Paper should 
rent the Oscar-winning “Winged Migration” 


and gain an appreciation for our flying friends, 
who grace our lives with so much beauty. 

The Brooklyn Paper is not known for 
xenophobia, so why display it with non-hu- 
man creatures? 


Wayne Johnson, Brooklyn Heights 

Red-breasted nuthatch — but we stand by our char- 
actenzanon ofgyrfalcom! 


Schumer’s cowardice 

To the editor, 

There’s an important fact we must face as 
the Bush administration slinks toward Bethle- 
hem in an effort to be bom again: Our senior 
Senator, Charles Schumer, was not equal to 
the question, “Do you support torture?” (“Vig- 
ilant,” Nov. 10). 

That is because he affirmed the nomina- 
tion of Michael Mukasey as Attorney Gener- 
al. Mukasey is unable to decide what is tor- 
ture unless the president tells him it is or not. 

Schumer’s support for Mukasey is painful, 
given the behavior of the last attorney general 
under Bush. In other words, the senior Senator 
from New York lacks the moral substance to 
fight for basic human rights. 

If New York is not up to that challenge in 
this republic, who is? 

Steve Hart, Boerum Hill 


Gay old time 

To the editor, 

Your series of articles on the girl who got 
the city warning letter for using chalk on 
her sidewalk was plain sad, but your article 
on the gay/lesbian political club and its 
problems with Bruce Ratner and Marty 
Markowitz (“Gays won’t shack up with 
Brace,” Nov. 3) filled me with pity. 

You can’t help but imagine Markowitz 
pitching it this way to the gay and lesbian 
group: 

“No, no, we’re not pandering to you, 
much less demanding a quid pro quo for 
your endorsement of Atlantic Yards. No, we 
have this fantastic offer: We’ll offer you a 
slight price reduction on a piece of, well, 
crap, that you can turn into a ‘gay and les- 
bian center.’ 

“Oh and the city will offer some re- 
sources, a little seed money, and give you 
some tax breaks. 

“Oh, and your landlord will be Brace 
Ratner. He really, really, wants to help you 
guys out; he has a lot of empty properties, 
you know. He’s your man! He promised me 
he’d give you a great deal.” 

And so he does. But three years later, the 
lease runs out and needs to be renewed. 


Suddenly, the rent is much higher! 

And then, when he needs the land for 
some new and improved boondoggle proj- 
ect, what do you know, they condemn the 
center under eminent domain, you know, 
for the good for the city. 

Mia Moran, Boerum Hill 

Ciymeacanal 

To the editor, 

Last week’s letter by Brad Lander (“Go 
Go Gowanus,” Letters, Nov. 10) argued that 
his group [a coalition that includes the Pratt 
Center for Community Development, 
ACORN, Buddy Scotto, and several labor 

process.” The only thing “transparent” about 
this coalition is that they are self-serving. 

When you read about the trade-off, it will 
be about the sky and land grab, politics, mon- 
ey, and greed. Do any of the members of this 
coalition live in the Gowanus area? This coali- 
tion does not represent the Gowanus commu- 
nity by holding meetings behind closed doors. 
They have not held any open-community 
meetings where the true voices of the 
Gowanus community could be heard. 

Has this coalition read the recent Army 
Corps report on their Web site (read it at 
http://www.nan.usace.army.mil/harbor/go- 


wanu s/reports .htm) . 

The Gowanus Canal is an aquatic brown- 
field. The land on the east and west banks of 
the canal are brownfields. To use these lands 
for housing or environmental restoration 
was not put forth by the Army Corps in its 
environmental study. 

Open space trumps irresponsible develop- 
ment! Linda Mariano, Gowanus 

The writer is a member of FROGG (Friends 
and Residents of the Greater Gowanus) 




Friends and families are invited to Sunrise at Mill Basin for an 
Emergency Preparedness seminar presented by 
Matthew Khaled, MPA from the Greater New York American Red Cross. 
Wednesday, December 5th from 2:00pm-3:00pm 


Sunrise . t=Lt 

Senior Living O’ 


Sunrise at Mill Basin 71 8-444-2600 5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 

Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 718-616-1850 2211 Emmons Avenue , Brooklyn, NY 11235 


For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com 


A 
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* Strolling Carolers 
* Dazzling Decor 

Magical Indoor Snow 

* Holiday Shopping 


» * 


Receive Tropicana s Holiday 
Bonus Book 
Full of Valuable Offers! 


Call 800-345-8767 
Or Book Online and Receive 
2 for 1 Breakfast! 
Simply go to lropicana.net 
and enter TAD in the 
Special Offer Code Box 


Brighton and Ihc Boardwalk, Atlantic Cily.HJ 08401 » I-8DQ THE-T80P < www.hopicana.fle1 


At Sunrise Senior Living our vision is 
to champion quality of life for all seniors. 
Our homelike living environments are 
beautiful beyond compare. Cozy commu- 
nity areas, like the Bistro, invite residents 
to share lively chats with friends. . .maybe 
even with Sinatra playing on the juke- 
box. Group outings are scheduled every 
day, but relaxing quietly with a favorite 
novel before a bright, sunny window is 
always an option. 


Since no two seniors are alike, we offer 
a variety of lifestyle options, personalized 
amenities and services. Here residents 
enjoy supportive health care by a 
licensed home care service agency. 

Visit or call Sunrise Senior Living to see 
what unique things we do that make 
each of our communities a place seniors 
can call home. 


All Senior Living 
Is Not Created Equal 
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Pigeon war on Eighth Avenue 
... and our reporter is there! 


S omeone is killing pigeons 
on Eighth Avenue and — 
wouldn’t you know it! 

I ni in the middle of it. 

I might have gotten off scat 
free if my old nemesis, Council- 
man Simcha Felder, hadn’t un- 
veiled a bill this week that would 
make pigeon-feeding a crime. 

Felder, like many New York- 
ers, believe that pigeons are 
nothing more than rats with 
wings — dirty birds who eat our 
garbage, befoul our highway 
overpasses and, apparently even 
worse, live their lives the way 
they (instead of we) choose. 

“We have pigeons doing 
whatever they do all over the 
city without anyone trying to 
stop it,” Felder said when he in- 
troduced his bill. 

Now, I’m no fan of pigeons, 
either, but I have a certain re- 
spect for a life form that’s been 
on the planet longer than we 
have. Makes me sometimes 
wonder who’s the pest. Indeed, 
to a pigeon, a human is just a 

But I was going to give 
Felder a free pass until I got a 
call telling me about a flock of 
dead pigeons in a bloody heap 
near the comer of Eighth Av- 
enue and Sixth Street. 

Apparently, the Pigeon Serial 
killer of Park Slope had shuck 
again. This, I could not ignore. 



The mysterious pigeon lover (right) confronts her neighbor 
(left), who she claims is poisoning pigeons. He denied it, and 
asked her to stop dropping birdseed in front of his house, 
which is around the corenr from hers. 


I was once hot on his hail. 
Back in the late-1990s, when I 
was working for Pigeon Fancy 
magazine (motto: “We’re coo- 
coo for pigeons!”), I was sent to 
cover an incident involving 
wounded and murdered pigeons 
on Eighth Avenue, some with 


darts still sticking out of them. 

But the heat was on and the 
serial killer slipped under cover, 
away from my gasp. 

I caught a break this week, 
when a pigeon lover started 
plastering flyers on public (and 
private) property — claiming 
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that surveillance cameras would 
“monitor early morning activity 
on this block” in hopes of 
catching the serial killer at 

I was on the next bike to 
Sixth Street. 

The pigeon-lover (whose 
name I’m going to withhold for 
reasons that will soon become 
clear) met me at the comer car- 
rying a baby pigeon, still bear- 
ing the tell-tale yellow hairs of 
his infancy. 

She said she saved the or- 
phaned bird after the weekend 
massacre. And she also claimed 
to know who slaughtered these 
defenseless birds. 

“It’s that guy, right over 
there!” she said, pointing at him. 

ing debris in front of his house. 
But, wait a second, that’s not 
debris — it’s birdseed! 

And the pigeon-lover is run- 
ning over to him to start 
screaming. What is going on 
here? I’d been set up! 

“Why are you sweeping up 
my birdseed?” the pigeon-lover 
screamed, demanding that I 
take the man’s picture. “You’re 


the one who poisoned 
those pigeons over the 
weekend! And the 
is here!” 

The man denied poi- 
soning the pigeons, by 
the way, but he didn’t deny 
sweeping up all the birdseed that 
the pigeon-lover had left. 

“Please don’t throw birdseed 
in front of my house,” he told 

“My kid is allergic ! My kid 
gets sick from those pigeons.” 

“Then you should move to 
the country!” the pigeon-lover 
said, drawing very little sympa- 
thy from the man (and, frankly, 
from this child-raising urbanite, 
too). 

“Besides, there are no docu- 
mented cases of anyone getting 
sick from pigeons.” 

“Can’t you just feed them in 
the park? This is my front 
stoop!” he fired back. 

This streetside “debate” was- 
n’t telling me anything — ex- 
cept something we all know: pi- 
geons evoke intense passions 
among New Yorkers. Sure, 
we’re repulsed by them, but 
there’s no denying that they are 
wildlife that are protected from 
murder by state law. 

So Felder wants to make it 
illegal to feed pigeons? I’d be 
happy if he’d just end the war 
on Eighth Avenue. 


Enjoy the Harvest 
on the East End 

The East End of Long Island has some of the world's finest 
wineries, farms and fabulous fresh seafood. Hampton Jitney 
makes it easy for Brooklynites to enjoy these bountiful offerings. 

1 Trip Eastbound on Fridays 
1 Trip Westbound on Sundays 

For more information and reservations 
call 631 - 283-4600 • 212 - 362-8400 
or visit www.hamptonjitney.com 


Need a Place to Stay? 

For information on lodging and 
places to visit contact the North Fork 
Promotion Council (northfork.org) 
or the Southampton 
Chamberof Commerce 
(southamptonchamber.com). 
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BROKER'S FEE 


See our ad in the Real Estate Section For Our Listings 
254 Flatbush Avenue (between St. Marks S Prospect PI.) 

(718) 230-7560 (718) 230-7563 FAX 
EMAILINFO@EUDIAREALTY.COM 


Brooklyn Doe House 

^ rlnvrnrp 8 hmrrlinp 

/M 718 

1 ^ \\ 7am-I0 


daycare 8 boarding 

222-4900 

yam-lOpm weekdays, 9am-i0pm weekends 

■ 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 6 SAFE 

■ web cams -watcn your dog play 

■ curbside pick up and drop off 

■ air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

■ individual attention 

■ multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

] 2 ] DOUglaSS (at 4 tb Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Congress just doesn’t get it! 


Why isn't Congress 
moving to ease taxes 
on the overburdened 
middle class? 


Mike Ricatto President 


BetterLeadershipAmerica.or g 


78 Clark Street at Henry St. 
Brooklyn Heights 
(718)625-9893 

OPEN 7 DAYS: Hat 




MINI OF MANHATTAN 

555 W 57th St 
New York NY 10019-2925 
(212) 586-2269 
www.miniofmanhattan.com 


HAVE YOU HUGGED 
A CURVE TODAY? 


MINIUSA.COM 









The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


November 17, 2007 



They’re all 
winners 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Each winner of our Big Turkey Contest (see front page) will re- 
ceive a Thanksgiving dinner courtesy of our contest sponsors. That 
means enough turkey and trimmings from Jive Turkey to feed 10 
people (or six Brooklynites!), six bottles of wine from the Greene 
Grape (they say rose goes great with poultry, by the way) and a sea- 
sonal pie from Baked. 

Now that you’ve read the winning stories, it’s time to meet our 
sponsors: 


Heights resident 
Norman Mailer, 84 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Norman Mailer may have been a jerk, but at 
least he was our jerk. 

The Pulitzer-Prize-winning author was an “ego- 
maniac,” according to the London Daily Mail, a 
“combative, short-fused brawler,” according to the 
New York Times and a “sexist, homophobic reac- 
tionary,” according the Guardian — but this week, 
Brooklyn Heights’ own cast of characters shared 
memories that used words like “gentleman,” “always 
polite,” “shunned attention” and “kept to himself.” 

Norman — we hardly knew ye! 

“His death is a huge loss for Brooklyn Heights 
and everyone in New York,” said Greg Markman, a 
manager at the Heights Cafe, one of Mailer’s local 
haunts, at the comer of Montague and Hicks streets. 

Mailer — bom in New Jersey but raised in 
Crown Heights near Eastern Parkway — kept an 
apartment on Columbia Heights overlooking the 
Brooklyn Heights Promenade for more than 20 
years until his death on Nov. 10 at age 84. 

He was a member of the Brooklyn Heights As- 
sociation, and, in the 1990s, took a great interest 
in the initial planning phases of what would later 
become the Brooklyn Bridge Park proposal. 

Association Executive Director Judy Stanton 
recalled a “totally captivating” speech Mailer 
gave at the association’s annual meeting at St. 
Ann and the Holy Trinity Church on Montague 
Street in 1992. 

“Everyone was in awe of him,” Stanton said. 
“He was spellbinding, and I remember he got an 
incredible standing ovation.” 

Mailer covered a wide range of topics in his 
speech, from contemporary architecture (“You 
can’t tell a Roman Catholic church from a syna- 
gogue, a ski resort from a prison”) to presidential 
candidates (“Clinton seems the most presidential”) 
to the end of the Cold War (“When I visited Rus- 


sia recently, I couldn’t believe what a Third World 
nation it was. It was far from an Evil Empire”). 

When it came time for Mailer to take questions 
from his neighbors, he showed off his famous wit. 

“I ask those who have powerful voices and 
short questions to speak up — 1 don’t care how 
rude you are, but nothing too profane, after all, 
this is a church,” he said. 

Nando Ghorchian, who owns Cafe Buon Gusto 
on Montague Street, met the prolific writer in the 
late 1980s. Mailer and his sixth wife, Norris 
Church, often went to his restaurant on 77th Street 
in Manhattan and became regulars at his Brooklyn 
Heights location when it opened in 1992. 

“He was a gentleman and a great writer,” 
Ghorchian said. “He was very quiet and down to 
earth. He was a pleasure to know.” 

Stanton described him as “cordial and friendly,” 
but added that Mailer was “seldom seen around 
the neighborhood in a social setting, so most peo- 
ple respected his privacy and left him alone.” 

The portrait of Mailer as a nice guy is com- 
pletely contrary to his well-earned reputation as a 
violent curmudgeon. After all, he did stab his sec- 
ond wife in a room full of people, he did head-butt 
fellow writer Gore Vidal and he did bite off a 
hunk of actor Rip Tom’s ear (to be fair, Tom came 
at him with a hammer). 

If Brooklyn Heights residents loved him, they 
were not the only ones. Mailer was an A-list 
literati ever since the publication of “The Naked 
and The Dead” in 1948 — when he was just 25. 
Twenty years later, he won his first Pulitzer for 
“The Armies of the Night” in 1968, and his sec- 
ond in 1979 for “The Executioner’s Song.” 

Along the way, he wrote more than 40 books in 
six decades. He also authored countless essays, 
plays, newspaper and magazine articles. 

And he ran for mayor in 1968 under the slogan, 
“No more Bulls-.” 



A taste of our Norman 

Norman Mailer (above, on Montague Street in 1991) lived much of his life in Brooklyn, but 
the borough doesn't make too many appearances in his copious work. Here's one of our 
favorite passages from "The Naked and the Dead": 

"The candy store is small and dirty as are all the stores on the cobblestoned streets. When 
it drizzles the cobblestones wash bare and gleaming on top, and the manhole covers puff 
forth their shapeless gouts of mist. The night fogs cloak the muggings, the gangs who wan- 
der raucously through the darkness, the prostitutes, and the lovers mating in the dark bed- 
rooms with the sweating stained wallpaper of brown. The walls of the street fester in sum- 
mer, are clammy in winter; there is an aged odor in this part of the city, a compact of food 
scraps, of shredded dung balls in the cracks of the cobblestones, of tar, smoke, the sour 
damp scent of city people, and the smell of coal stoves and gas stoves in the cold-water 
flats. All of them blend and lose identity." — from "The Naked and the Dead, " by Norman Mailer 



JIVE TURKEY [441 Myrtle Ave., between Waverly and Clinton av- 
enues in Clinton Hill. (718) 797-1688 or www.thejiveturkey.com]: 
It’s one thing to make a turkey well, but it takes a real pro to make 
Cajun-style, Jamaican jerk, Buffalo-wing, Orange Zinfandel and 
Peking-duck-style turkeys. But that’s what owner Aricka West- 
brooks has been doing since 2001 — attracting loyal customers that 
include the Borough President. Here we see Westbrooks with her 
pride and joy. 



THE GREENE GRAPE [765 Fulton St., between South Portland 
Avenue and South Oxford Street in Fort Greene. (718) 797-9463 or 
www.greenegrape.com]: Valuing loyalty is what the Greene Grape 
is all about. Customers who spend $250 get a voucher for $20 to 
spend on their next purchase. Here, manager Elizabeth Decoursey 
presents a sampling of the kinds of wines our winners — and you 
— can expect at this well-stocked, knowledgeable shop. 



BAKED [359 Van Brunt St., between Dikeman and Wolcott streets, 
in Red Hook. (718) 222-0345 or www.bakednyc.com]. Since open- 
ing in January, 2005, co-owners Renato Poliafito and Matt Lewis 
have been churning out delectable baked goods made with ingredi- 
ents from the four main food groups (sugar, butter, eggs, chocolate). 
Here we see Poliafito showing off one of his apple pies (though we 
urge you to try the chocolate pecan pie, too!). 


New Yorkers Take Little Steps and Save Big 


NYSERDA 

offers residents tips to save 
energy and the environment 


Albany, NY - For New Yorkers who want 
to join the fight against climate change, 
there’ s no better place to start than at 
home. That’ s because the energy used in 
homes often comes from the burning of 
fossil fuels at power plants, which 
contributes to smog, acid rain and global 
warming. So the less energy a home uses, 
the less air pollution that home 
generates. 

The New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority (NYSERDA) is 
providing simple and cost-effective tips to 
help homeowners reduce their energy bill 
and help the environment at the same 
time. 


‘The average New York household really 
can make a positive impact on the 
environment simply by using energy 
wisely,” said NYSERDA President and 
CEO Paul D. Tonko. “We sometimes 
think our individual actions don’ t make 
a big impact, but collectively, they do.” 


Here are three simple ways to 
save energy at home and help 
protect the environment: 

1. Replace your five most used 
incandescent light bulbs to ENERGY 
STAR® qualified compact fluorescent 
light bulbs (CFLs) and save 
approximately $60 annually. CFLs use 
75 % less energy and last ten times 
longer. 

2. Use electronics that have earned the 
ENERGY STAR and use up to 60% 
less energy than other electronics. Set 
computers and laptops to the 
energysaver mode. Plug all home 
electronics to a power strip and turn 
off the power strip when you leave to 
save even more! 


3. Upgrade your decorative or holiday 
lighting with energy-efficient Light 
Emitting Diode (LED) holiday lighting 
strands. LED holiday lighting strands 
last up to 11 holiday seasons, rarely 
burn out, and will save you up to $100 
per year on your energy bill! 

NYSERDA uses innovation and 
technology to solve some of New York’s 
most difficult energy and environmental 
problems in ways that improve the 
State’s economy. 


Visit 

www.GetEnergySmart.org 
of call 1 -877-NY-SMART 
(1-877-697-6278) to learn more 
ways to save energy. 
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What if 

everybody did it . 

Help New York save energy and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by taking 
the ENERGY STAR.Change a Light Pledge to purchase ENERGY STAR 
qualified lighting. Together, we can achieve big savings when we take little 
steps to save energy and help protect the environment. 

'I PLEDGE TO DO MY PART TO SAVE ENERGY AND THE 
ENVIRONMENT BY BECOMING MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT 
IN MY HOME." 

I PLEDGE TO... 

• Replace my incandescent light bulbs 

with ENERGY STAR qualified compact fluorescent light bulbs 



1 Turn off the lights when I leave the 


• Replace my standard holiday lights with energy efficient 
LED holiday lighting 

• Keep electronic products unplugged when not in use 

• Purchase energy efficient ENERGY STAR qualified appliances 

TAKE THE PLEDGE TODAY! 

Log on to www.GetEnergySmart.org before October 23rd 

to take the ENERGY STAR Change a Light Pledge and learn 
about more ways to take little steps that add up to big savings 
on energy use and for the environment. 




INSIDE DINING 


PERFORMING ARTS 


NIGHTLIFE 


BOOKS CINEMA 



(718) 834-9350 
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Thankfully open 

Don’t want to cook on Thanksgiving? Let someone else do it! 


By Daniel Goldberg 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

T hanksgis ing is all about family, tradition 
and togetherness. Sometimes, however, 
it seems that what we’re most thankful 
for is living through another year of turkey 
troubles, cranberry sauce catastrophes and 
family feuds. 

Brooklyn is a borough of gourmet take- 
out, dry cleaning delivery and Netflix ad- 
dicts, though, so it should come as no sur- 
prise that even on Thanksgiving, you can 
have a traditional meal at someone else’s 
table. 

Whether it’s turkey or Tofurkey (that’s a 
tofu-turkey, and it’s surprisingly good!) that 
you’re looking for, some of the borough’s 
restaurants are dishing it up from Bay Ridge 
to Cobble Hill on Nov. 22. And for that, we 
are truly thankful. 

Tempo Restaurant and 
Wine Bar 

(256 Fifth Ave. at Carroll Street in Park 
Slope) accepts American Express, Discover, 
MasterCard and Visa. Entrees: $17-$30. The 
restaurant serves dinner daily. Subway: M, R 
to Union Street. For information, call (718) 
636-2020 or visit www.tempobrooklyn.com. 

“We’re always fully decked out for 
Thanksgiving with flowers, pumpkins, the 
works,” Tempo chef Michael Fiore told GO 
Brooklyn. So gather your family around one 
of the restaurant’s cherry wood tables and dig 
into the “extremely traditional menu” that in- 
cludes turkey with apple pecan stuffing, 
bourbon-laced sweet potatoes and wax beans 
with lemon zest. 

Looking to go in a different direction this 
year? Fiore is also offering a Mediterranean- 
inspired menu featuring “prime Black Angus 
rib-eye steak for two,” with porcini mashed 
potatoes. Dinner will be served from 3 pm to 
8:30 pm for $29.95 per person. 

Pietro’s 

(8727 Fourth Ave. at 88th Street in Bay 
Ridge) accepts American Express, Discover, 
MasterCard and Visa. Entrees: $8. 95- 
Si 8.95. The restaurant serves lunch Mon- 
day through Friday and dinner daily. Sub- 
way: R to 86th Street. For information, call 
(718) 238-8600. 

While some families hunker down early to 
dig into their Thanksgiving dinner, those 
with more willpower would be smart to take 
their meal at Pietro’s. Starting at 6 pm, the 
restaurant, which is known for affordable 
Italian fare like stuffed pork chops and its 
homemade mozzarella cheese, will serve a 
traditional Thanksgiving meal of turkey with 
all the trimmings. “We serve the highest 



Pietro's in Bay Ridge will feature a turkey with all the trimmings. And the best part? Some- 


Ready, set, gobble: The Thanksgiving meal 
one else is doing the dishes! 


quality food in a casual setting at very rea- 
sonable prices,” said owner Jimmy Mut- 
kowski — though the price for the Thanks- 
giving feast has yet to be set. And if, just this 
once, a plate of calamari took the place of a 
green bean casserole, we certainly wouldn’t 
complain. 

New Corner Restaurant 

(7201 Eighth Ave. at 72nd Street in Dyker 
Heights) accepts American Express, Diner's 
Club, Discover, MasterCard and Visa. En- 
trees: S5.75-S29.50. The restaurant serves 
lunch and dinner daily. Subway: N to Eighth 
Avenue. For information, call (718) 833-0800 
or visit www.newcornerrestaurant.com. 

New Comer restaurant is famous for its 
homemade ravioli and veal dishes, but it’s 
been serving up a traditional Thanksgiving 
feast alongside the regular Italian menu for 
years. The meal, which costs $29 per person, 
includes an appetizer, a choice of penne ala 
vodka, rigatoni with portobello mushrooms 
or manicotti, turkey with all the trimmings, 


coffee, fruit, dessert and nuts. It might sound 
good enough to take home and pass off as 
your own cooking, but owners Vincent and 
Steven Colandrea are keeping the dinner 
available to dine-in customers only. 

Marco Polo Ristorante 

(345 Court St. at Union Street in Cobble 
Hill) accepts American Express, Diner's 
Club, Discover, MasterCard and Visa. En- 
trees: S14-S28. The restaurant serves lunch 
and dinner daily. Subway: F, G to Carroll 
Street. For information, call (718) 852-5015 
or visit www.marcopoloristorante.com. 

One of Brooklyn’s most elegant dining 
rooms, Marco Polo boasts valet parking, 
and a formally dressed wait-staff. In keep- 
ing with that reputation, owner Joe Chirico 
is serving a three-course prix fixe Thanks- 
giving dinner for $35.95 per person, $18.95 
for kids. The meal features a traditional 
roasted turkey with sweet potatoes, cranber- 
ry sauce, chestnut stuffing and giblet gravy. 
But the restaurant’s famed Italian menu 


won’t be on holiday; chef Bmno Milone 
will be serving his signature steaks and 
chops, as always with tableside preparation. 
If you love cooking, but you’d rather watch 
others do the work, get out of the kitchen 
and take the family to Marco Polo. 

Magnolia Restaurant 

(486 Sixth Ave. at 12th Street in Park Slope) 
accepts American Express, Discover, Mas- 
terCard and Visa. Entrees: $12-$24. The 
restaurant serves dinner daily. Subway: F to 
Seventh Avenue, M, R to Ninth Street. For 
information, call (718) 369-4814 or visit 
www.magnoliabrooklyn.com. 

Magnolia’s executive chef Geoffrey 
Moler said that his mission has always been 
to bring people together, and Thanksgiving 
is the perfect day to do that at this popular 
neighborhood hangout. Moler ’s signature 
dishes, like pan-seared scallops with wilted 
spinach and red potato cake in a citrus 
beurre blanc, will be served as usual, but 
See THANKSGIVING on page 11 
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Get lit 

Some of the greatest writers of our day live in 
Brooklyn, but it’s far too rare that talents hading 
from elsewhere make the borough a stop on their 
book tours. With the fourth season of its “Eat, Drink 
and Be Literary” series, 
however, the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music is 
looking to put an end to 
that. 

When tickets go on 
sale Monday, the hun- 
gry, thirsty and bookish 
will be able to secure a 
night with learned 
literati including George 
Saunders, Fran Lebo- 
witz and Poet Laureate 
of the United States Charles Simic (pictured at left). 

“One of the reasons that we started this was that 
there was a need in Brooklyn for a very visible lit- 
erary series,” said Harold Augenbraum (pictured at 
right), one of the moderators of the series and the 
executive director of the 
National Book Founda- 
tion. “One of the things 
about Brooklyn is that 
it’s become recognized 
as one of the great liter- 
ary centers of the Unit- 
ed States and this is a 
reflection of that.” 

The series, which 
opens on Jan. 17 with 
Saunders and runs 
through next May, goes 
beyond the everyday reading series by offering a 
full dinner and wine in addition to the scholarly en- 
tertainment for just $48 — which most talented 
writers could sink on booze alone. 

"Eat, Drink and Be Literary" will kick off on 
Jan. 17 with George Saunders. Tickets to all 
events are $48 and go on sale Nov. 1 9. For infor- 
mation, call (718) 636-4100 or visit www.bam.org. 

— Adam Rathe 




EVENT 



Holland days 

If you’ve got wooden shoes, strap ’em on and 
clog over to the Lefferts Historic House in Prospect 
Park. 

On Sunday, scholar Christopher Ricciardi will 
give a talk on the history of the Dutch in Kings 
County, part of “Five Dutch Days,” a citywide cel- 
ebration. 

At the end of World War U, there were over 70 
Dutch farmhouses and bams remaining in Brook- 
lyn, but today only 13 remain. As original buildings 
are fast being swallowed up by new development, 
this celebration might be your last chance to appre- 
ciate some of Brooklyn’s hidden Dutch treasures. 

And if buildings don’t make you feel warm and 
fuzzy, try a quilt on for size. The Lefferts Historic 
House’s collection of antique Dutch quilts (as well 
as 15 contemporary quilts) will be on display 
through Nov. 25, and kids will have a chance to try 
stitching one together. 

“The Lefferts family was among the first Dutch 
settlers to bring the European tradition of quilting 
to the New World,” said event organizer Isak 
Mendes, who said that this makes the Lefferts His- 
toric House the perfect spot for the celebration. 

The Lefferts Historic House (located at the in- 
tersection of Flatbush Avenue and Empire 
Boulevard in Prospect-Lefferts Gardens) hosts 
Ricciardi's lecture on Dutch Brooklyn on Nov. 18 
at 2 pm. Free. Kids' quilting workshops will take 
place on weekends at 2 and 3 pm through Nov. 
25. For information, call (718) 789-2822 or visit 
www.prospectpark.org. — Chris Varmus 
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...Or, you could just call 


busyCHEF 

Meals you'd cook yourself, if you weren't too busy. 

NOW FEATURING T, DELIVERY m 

60 HENRY STREET BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 
718.624.3182 ~ WWW.BUSYCHEF.BIZ 
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of Marakesh Restaurant. 

FREE 

APPETIZER 

With any entree purchase. 
Mon-Thurs only. 

FEZ GftFE 

RESTAURANT & HOOKAH GARDEN 
240 Prospect Park West (Btwn. Windsor PI. & Prospect Ave) 
Free Delivery • 718-369-0716 • SflS 
Open for Dinner 7 days • Lunch Wed-Sun • Brunch Sat & Sun 



OPEN FOR THANKSGIVING 1PM 

TURKEY & TRIMMINGS PLUS AL CARTE MENU 

Reservations Accepted 

Dinner Delivery & Valet Parking 
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TEMPO RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 256 Fifth Avenue . Park Slope . 718 636 2020 
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Marco Polo Ristorante 

Celebrate Thanksgiving with us 
On November 22, As we feature an 
Exquisite three Course Prix Fixe Dinner 
For $35.95 ($18.95 per Child) 



Choice of Appetizer 


Insalata Organica 

Organic greens, vinaigrette dressing 

Antipasto Caldo 

Array of appetizers including mozzarella ii 
carozza, baked clams, baby shrimp 
& portabello mushrooms 
Lasagnetti Verde 
Homemade spinach pasta with 
mushrooms, tomato & fresh basil 
Riso In Brodo 
Chicken Soup with Rice 

Cocktail di Gamberi 

Chilled shrimp cocktail ...Additional $5.95 
Choice of Entre e 

Tacchino Tradizionale 

Traditional roasted turkey with sweet potato, 
cranberry sauce, chestnut stuffing & giblet gravy 

Salmon Tomato 

Salmon rolled with spinach in lobster sauce 
Bistecca Alla Griglia 
Grilled sirloin steak ...Additional $5.00 


Mozzarella Caprese 
Mozzarella, roasted peppers & tomato 
Penne al Pomodoro e Basilico 
Penne with fresh tomato & basil 
Ravioli di Zucca 

>memade stuffed ravioli filled with ricotta, 
pumpkin & parmigiano cheese 

Zuppa di Zucca 

-ream of pumpkin with basil, parsley & 
parmigiano reggiano 


Suprema di Polio Al Grand Marnier 

Breast of chicken sauteed in a grand 

Tilapia Oreganato 

Broiled Tilapia topped with breadcrumbs 
Arista di Maialino al Rosmarino 
Pork tenderloin with rosemary 


All Entrees are served with chef's choice of vegetable & potatoes 


Choice of Dessert ( Coffee & Tea with Dessert) 

Strudel Di Mela Gelato di Ricotta 

Apple studel served with ice cream Sponge cake rolled with ricotta 

Classic Italian Cheesecake Tortino di Zucca Candida 

€H01 Pumpkin Pie 


$39.95 Per Person $18.95 per Child (Under 12) 
All Major Credit Cards Accepted-Free Valet Parking 
Call for Reservations & Information 718-852-5015 
345 Court Street (at Union St.) 



* t CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY 
O LINCOLN CENTER 


*ww.Cham&0fMuslcSociety.ofg 
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Weekend warriors 

Williamsburg filmmakers answer the query: 
are LARPers just dorks or are they heroes? 


By Karen Butler 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

W hat could possibly compel 
grown men and women to don 
medieval garb and head to a 
public park so they can beat the snot 
out of each other with foam maces, bat- 
tle-axes and swords — without even 
getting paid for it? 

Two Williamsburg filmmakers asked 
that very question and the answers they 
got were neither simple nor silly, as 
some might expect. 

For their documentary, “Darkon,” co- 
directors Andrew Neel and Luke Meyer 
followed a group of Baltimore-based, 
live-action role-playing gamers in an ef- 
fort to understand what motivates and 
sustains this eclectic group of weekend 
warriors who create characters, assume 
their personalities and act out adven- 
tures in a game with well-defined rules 
and elaborate story lines. 

While some LARPers captured on 
camera insist their participation is noth- 
ing more than recreation, others de- 
scribe life in the Realm of Darkon — a 
make-believe world set in a bygone era 
— as a way to escape mundane jobs, 
belong to a community of people with 
similar values and interests, and be the 
heroes they wish they were in real life. 

“Obviously, we thought the subject 
matter was amusing, but, I think, more 
than that, we were charmed by what 
they were doing and why they were do- 
ing it,” Neel told the Brooklyn Paper in 



Video gamers: "Darkon" directors 
Andrew Neel and Luke Meyer fol- 
lowed a group of live-action role- 
playing gamers to create their new 
film, which is airing on the Inde- 
pendent Film Channel. 


a recent phone interview. “In editing, 
we were delicate about portraying them 
in a way that would allow people to 
laugh with them and not at them.” 

Despite the fact that a large portion 
of the general public doesn’t even real- 
ize these kinds of groups exist, live-ac- 
tion gamers frequently find themselves 
mocked by those who do know about 
them, but don’t get why they do what 
they do. 

It is no shock, then, that Neel and 
Meyer found themselves working hard 
to gain this particular community’s trust 
by convincing them they wanted to 
honestly portray who they are, not play 
their activities for laughs and paint 
them as ridiculous. 


“Luke and I dealt with that head on, 
right in the beginning,” explained Neel. 
“They have their Senate meetings 
every couple of weeks and so we ad- 
dressed the Senate and told them what 
we were doing and why we were doing 
it and that we realize that it would 
make sense if they were worried about 
us, because people see them as dorks. 

“But we told them we didn’t really 
see it that way and that we wanted to 
make something more exciting than 
that. ... It took a while to gain their 
trust and I think, 

never did fully 
gain their trust. 

But the majority 
of people, I think, 
really became pret- 
ty comfortable 
with us being 
around.” 

Woven in between the interviews 
with gamers and footage of them play- 
ing, are scenes from a fantasy film that 
somewhat mirror the action of the 
game and what the players might be 
imagining they look and sound like on 
the field. 

“It was a highly subjective film. We 
were creating a fictional fantasy movie 
within a documentary. We were trying 
to recreate the experience of playing 
the game — recreate the experience in 
their heads of what it was like to play 
the game,” said Neel, grandson of 
Greenwich Village portrait painter Al- 


ice Neel (1900-1984). “There was nev- 
er any commentary because we didn’t 
want the audience to abstract the activ- 
ity. Although there is an anthropologi- 
cal element to it, we didn’t want it to 
be some sort of dry analysis of why 
they were doing it. We wanted to lull 
the audience into getting invested in 
the characters and the narrative and, 
maybe, breaking down some of the 
barriers and preconceptions that people 
have about these people and what they 
are doing.” 

Since winning the audience award at 
last year’s South by Southwest Film 
Festival, how have audiences reacted to 
“Darkon” and were they even aware 
this sub-culture existed? 

“Hipsters are very aware of the 
movie. It obviously has some sort of 
hipster objectification appeal,” said 
Neel. “It’s kind of surprising how many 
people are like, ‘Oh, yeah, I know 
those people.’ Everyone has seen them 
in the park, gotten glimpses of it and 
been like, ‘Oh, my God, the guys with 
the sticks.’ People, obviously, weren’t 
aware of it in a comprehensive way, but 
people kind of 
knew what it was, 

Neel knows a 
little something 
about hipsters, 
having lived and 
worked in Brook- 
lyn for about eight 

“When I moved out here [from Ver- 
mont], it’s where all of the interesting 
stuff was going on. It’s where the artists 
and filmmakers lived and a lot of my 
friends were out here. No one could af- 
ford to live in Manhattan any more, so 
everyone went to Brooklyn,” noted Neel, 
adding that the area has changed signifi- 
cantly over the years. “Of course, it 
would be hypocritical of me to complain 
about it. As much as I do complain about 
it, I’m certainly part of what and why it’s 
changing. It’s becoming gentrified, it’s 
becoming yuppified and sterilized a little 
bit, but so is the whole city.” 


CINEMA 

1— 1 

"Darkon," directed by > 
Neel and Luke Meyer, will air at > 
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 22, and 
on Nov. 23 on the Independe 
Channel. For more informatic 
www.ifc.com. 
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N o matter what 
your plans are 
for Thanksgiv- 
ing, we recommend get- 
ting Baked beforehand. 

The pies — pumpkin, apple and a 
divine chocolate pecan — at the Red 
Hook sweet shop (359 Van Brunt St. 
at Wolcott Street) are available 
through Tuesday, Nov. 20 for pick- 
up. 

But if you’ve already got enough 
sweets for the table, you can always 
use more on the television, right? On 
Nov. 25 at 8 pm, Melissa Murphy, 



the chef and owner at 
Sweet Melissa Patis- 
serie (276 Court St. at 
Douglass Street in Carroll Gardens 
and 175 Seventh Ave. at Second 
Street in Park Slope) will appear on 
a holiday-themed episode of “The 
Food Network Challenge. " 

And speaking of challenges, is 
staying open in Park Slope now one 
of them? Last week, the New 



Prospect Cafe 

suddenly closed, 
leaving crunchy Slopers one less 
place to park their strollers as they 
munch. 

If it is, nobody told the folks at Pi- 
ramide (499 Fifth Ave. at 12th 
Street), a “modem Mexican cafe” 
opening on Nov. 26 for three nights 
of complimentary tasting, wine and 
mariachi music. 


Need something to 
wash it all down with? 
Stop into the borough’s 
newest spirits em- 
porium, Old Brooklyn 
Wine & Liquor Company (145 
Union St. at Columbia Street in the 
Columbia Street Waterfront Dis- 
trict), which opened just two 
weeks ago, for a bottle of whatever 
will get you through the holiday 
season. 

Got a hot dining tip? Drop us a 
line at BreakingChews@Brooklyn 
Paper.com. — Adam Rathe 



BUY BYTHE CASE & SAVE 

~ Mix 8c Match Wines ~ 


* PURCHASE ^ PURCHASE. 

6- 1 2 Bottles 24 Bottles or more 

:il u? 


Receive 1 0% off 


Receive 1 5% off 


Custom Gift Baskets ~ Made To Order! 
Delivery Available 


We Specialize in Upscale Wine & Liquor 





MEI CHI LI 

391 FLATBUSH AVE. Between Sterling PL & St. John’s Pl. 
(718) 622.1403 

Mon-Sat 10:30-10:00 ■ Sun 1:00-9:00 



AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma Como en su Casa” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. (bet 44th (718) 438-2009 

Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • 



PARTY UNDER THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE 
AT WATER STREET RESTAURANT 


WEDDINGS 
BRIDAL SHOWERS 
BIRTHDAYS 
BAR MITZVAHS I 
FAMILY REUNIONS 
CLASS REUNIONS 
ENGAGEMENT PARTIES 
CORPORATE EVENTjL 
FUNDRAISERS J 
20 TO 150 GUESTS 



regina Opera company 


• VERDI -m Fu.mrches.ra 

Ktgoletto 



Regina Hall 

1 2th Ave. and 65th Street, Brooklyn 
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The big 2-5 

BAM celebrates 25 years of 
global 6 Next Wave’ festival 


W ith a lavish cocktail party, the 
premiere of choreographer Tero 
Saarinen’s Shaker-inspired dance 
piece, “Borrowed Light,” and a dinner 
on the 45th floor of Lower Manhattan’s 
7 World Trade Center, the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music truly celebrated the 
25th anniversary of its “Next Wave” 
festival last week. 

Before the curtain went up in the 
opera house on Nov. 7, the Lepercq 
Space, which usually houses the BAM- 
Cafe, was packed with deep-pocketed 
donors and local luminaries — we loved 
your coat, Jane Walentas! — who 
munched on passed canapes and sipped 
wine (no full bar, folks) before slipping 
into their seats. 

The men looked all business but the 
ladies, especially the two wearing the 
same green dress, were certainly 
decked out for the evening. And every- 
one looks better under the twinkling 
lights of installation artist Leo Villare- 
al’s “Stars,” which shone in the win- 
dows all evening long. 

But it wasn’t always this luxe at 30 
Lafayette Ave. 

“Twenty-five years ago, I was em- 
ployed by BAM to produce the first 
Next Wave festival,” said Joe Melillo, 
BAM’s executive producer. “So I was 
running around in jeans and a work shirt, 
not a suit and tie. That first festival was 
[small], but this year is the largest festi- 
val I’ve ever produced.” 


Indeed this year’s fest, which included 
the U.S. premiere of Israeli playwright 
Hanoch Levin’s “Krum,” a sparse drama 
featuring TR Warszawa, Poland’s famed 
theater company, and the already leg- 
endary all-night “Takeover” party, where 
hundreds of people piled into BAM for a 
party featuring a brilliant and unexpected 
Lindsay Lohan mid-career retrospective, 
has been rather expansive. But according 


The whole BAM fam: Clockwise from above: Maria 
Nurmela performing in "Borrowed Light"; dynamic DJ 
duo Andrew Andrew; choreographer Merce Cunningham 
and Judy Fishman; and Burt Barr, Trisha Brown, Lou Reed 
and Laurie Anderson. 


to BAM President Karen Brooks Hop- 
kins, it isn’t the only thing that’s grown. 

“I was a lot younger and a lot thinner 
25 years ago, but I was still working at 
BAM. Nothing changes,” the still-svelte 
Hopkins told GO Brooklyn. And in that 
time, what was the best performance that 
she’s seen? 

“I’ve seen lots of things in my mil- 
lions of years, and there are a lot of 
things that I’ve loved,” she said. “But my 
favorite was Peter Brook’s ‘Mahabhara- 


ta’ [in 1997] - it was 
10 hours long!” 

Melillo added, 
“The most incredible thing I’ve seen at 
BAM was ‘Einstein on the Beach’ by 
Phillip Glass and Robert Wilson.” 
Offering a more philosophical take on 
the history of the festival was Brooklyn 
Borough President Marty Markowitz. 

“The best thing I’ve seen at BAM is 
how it’s grown and flourished to become 
America’s premier cultural venue,” he 
said. “And seeing all the Manhattanites 
crossing the bridge to come to our 


On any other night, Marty, but not 
this one. After “Borrowed Light” let 
out, the well-heeled crowd headed 
from Fort Greene to Manhattan to en- 
joy a dinner of caramelized onion and 
goat cheese turnover, potato-crusted 
cod and melting chocolate cake with 
hazelnut ice cream and pomegranate 
coulis. The raw space of 7WTC, which 
was decorated by Fleurs Bella’s Bella 
Meyer with a Shaker theme including 
baskets of apples, metal jars filled with 
branches and an overall earthy theme, 
was brimming with close to 850 guests 
including performance artist Laurie An- 


derson, musician Lou Reed, choreogra- 
pher Merce Cunningham and compos- 
er Glass. 

After all was said and done — with 
a last minute change of venue thrown 
in for good measure — pulling off a 
production like this might have been 
the most impressive part of BAM’s 
25th anniversary season. 
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THANKSGIVING... 

Continued from page 9 

the Thanksgiving menu offers a few special extras. 
The four-course traditional dinner, $32.95 and 
$14.95 for kids 12 and younger, will include 
pumpkin ravioli, grilled asparagus and the classic 
turkey dinner with wild mushroom stuffing, 
mashed sweet potatoes, vegetables, gravy and 
cranberry sauce. Hopefully you five downhill from 
here, because Moler might have to roll you home! 

Laura’s Gourmet Bistro 

(1235 Prospect Ave. at Reeve Place in Windsor 
Terrace) accepts American Express, MasterCard 
and Visa. Entrees: $10-$18. The restaurant serves 
dinner Tuesday through Sunday. Subway: F to 
Fort Hamilton Parkway. For information, call 
(718) 436-3715. 

Laura’s Gourmet Restaurant is celebrating this 
Thanksgiving with a feast all its own. “It’s a tradi- 
tional Thanksgiving meal with an Italian accent,” 
said owner Laura Leone. The menu will include 
baked lamb, fried zucchini, three types of soup and 
homemade pumpkin ravioli — handmade by Lau- 
ra’s mom. Also on the menu is a traditional roasted 
turkey with chestnut walnut stuffing, gravy and a 
salad garnished with oranges. All her herbs are 
from Italy or Leone’s garden. Laura’s also prepares 
Thanksgiving meals to bring home, even for large 
parties. “In a few words,” she said, “I’m breaking 
my back.” 

Hunter Steak House 

(9404 Fourth Ave. at 94th Street in Bay Ridge) 
accepts American Express, Discover, MasterCard 
and Visa. Entrees: $15-$33. The restaurant serves 
lunch and dinner daily. Subway: R to 95th street. 
For information, call (718) 238-8899 or visit 
www.hunterssteakhouse. net. 

Customers at Hunter Steak House might not be 
used to ordering anything but a steak, but on 
Thanksgiving the restaurant is offering a tradi- 
tional turkey dinner for $26.95 per person. If 
you’re in the mood for something less fowl, opt 
for a stuffed chicken dish with bourbon smashed 
sweet potatoes, roasted Alaskan salmon, penne 
with shrimp in vodka sauce or, of course, filet 
mignon. The four-course prix fixe menu includes 
soup, salad, dessert and coffee, and a children’s 
menu is also available. 

Cattyshack 

(249 Fourth Ave. at Carroll Street in Park Slope) 
accepts Discover, MasterCard and Visa. Subway: 
M, R to Union Street. For information, call (718) 
230-5740. 

Cattyshack is rediscovering the meaning of 
Thanksgiving by donating all profits from its 
third annual Thanksgiving feast to charity. The 
“shack” doesn’t usually serve meals, but it’s 
swapping dance parties for dinner parties on this 
very special night. For $30 per person, the bash 
includes an all-you-can eat buffet plate of turkeys 
with all the trimmings as well as vegetarian op- 
tions. Celebrate Thanksgiving with friends and 
enjoy table games, football and old movies in a 
buzzing informal space. All proceeds from the 
event will go to benefit the Ali Forney Center, a 
charity that benefits gay and homeless youth. 




Red White & Rubbl 


211 Fifth Avenue (between Union & President) 

Park Slope (718) 636-9463 www.redwhiteandbubbly.com 

Open Mon-Sat: lOam-lOpm, Sun: 12pm-8pm 


NOVEMBER RECOMMENDATIONS 
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Great wines under $10 


Chateau Peyruchet, Bordeaux Blanc 

Here is a White Bordeaux from Sauvignon Blanc IVfVfEI 
grapes grown just alongside Loupiac. Crisp, 
clean tasting, fresh and lively on the palateO this wine will 
compliment almost any dish that calls for a white wine! 


□ 


□ 


Moulin de Lavergne, 

Prestige Cuvee Bordeaux 

Rnra A great deals in French wine! This smooth-as-sill< 
“““ red delivers ripe, heady aromas of plums, prunes, 
cherries and field herbs that are simply captivating. Take a 
sip and you'll discover a richly flavored, beautifully balanced 
red with flavors that go on and on. 


Valdelosfrailes, Cigales 

Made from the food-friendly Tempranillo grape VTVT9 
(Spain's most important red grape), this charm- ““rJ 
ing wine from the Cigales area has become a favorite with our 
city's Chefs and Sommeliers. Makes almost any dish taste 
even more delicious! This has been one of my personal favorite 
wine houses for years. 


□ 




Juno, Robertson, S.A. 

KPJTTI This one is just simply delicious! South African 
wines bring us the combined fruit-driven style of 
the New World matched with the terroir first character of the 
Old World. This wine will fill your palate with rich flavors of 
black plums, figs, cherry & stewed pears. 


Buy the 4-pack and save 10% hemkei 



Discover these 
fabulous wines 




□ 


Tenuta Rapitala, Sicilia 

This delicious white is made 
from a blend of Grillo and 
Catarratto, two of Sicily's ancient indigenous 
grapes. A long, slow fermentation in tempera- 
ture-controlled stainless steel tanks, followed 
by aging on the lees brings out a creamy, elegant texture on the 
tongue. Expressive fruit aromas, followed by delicate, sophisti- 
cated fruit flavors with a lovely, tantalizing note of green almonds. 
Terrific with almost any "white wine" dish! 

Dom. De la Claretiere ‘Le 
Gourmand’, Lirac 

A "mini Chateauneuf-du-Pape"! I 
spent a wonderful afternoon near Avignon, 
tasting red wines, finding the subtle variations 
of flavor that come from a vineyard more grav- 
elly, or with more clay. This one was a champion! Dark ruby red 
in the glass, with aromas of fresh berries, baked plums, dried figs 
and a hint of herbs. The flavors are round and smooth, ripe and 
rich, with a terrific balance and a long, long finish. 


Buy the 2-pack and save 10% 



Beaujolais Nouveau at 
Red White & Bubbly 
With Phoebe Legere 

Join us at Red White & Bubbly 
as we celebrate the arrival of the 
2007 Beaujolais Nouveau during 
our annual Red White & Bubbly 
Beaujolais Nouveau Tasting Party 
on Saturday, November 17th, 
from 2 until 6 

I am delighted to announce that 
our good friend Phoebe Leger will 
be with us again this year, and 
hearing Phoebe sing and play her 
amazing repertoire while sipping a 
Beaujolais Nouveau has become 
an annual Park Slope event. Liz 
Smith wrote only last year that 
"They are calling Phoebe Legere 
"the new Bobby Short". Do not 
miss this! 
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THE ATLANTIC CHIPSHOP PRESENTS 
THE GREA T BRITISH/IRISH BEER FESTIVAL 


16 TAPS ALL BRITISH/IRISH DRAUGHT BEER 
LARGE SELECTION BRITISH/IRISH BOTTLES 


CELEBRATE BRITISH BEER 
WITH A PARTY ON NOVEMBER 24TH 
SPECIAL PRE-FIXE MENU & GRAVITY CASK ALES 


Full Service English pub & restaurant 
www.chipshopnyc.com 
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Guerrillas in their midst 

Museum honors secret society of masked feminist pranksters 



Chocolate - 


B rooklyn Museum Direc- 
tor Arnold Lehman is 
certainly not a bad sport 
— he just presented an award 
to a group of art activists who 
once protested his museum’s 
most-controversial show, “Sen- 

Nonetheless, the Guerrilla 
Girls — four artists who don 
gorilla masks partly for the at- 
tention and partly for the 
anonymity they provide — 
earned Lehman’s respect. 

They’re “far from frivolous,” 
he told GO Brooklyn at a 
luncheon in the museum’s 
Beaux-Aits Court. 

The Nov. 9 ceremony, lunch 
and fundraiser, organized by the 
museum’s volunteer Communi- 
ty Committee, marked the first 
time an institution of this size 
and stature had honored the 



the art world for 20 years. 

But Lehman treated it like an- 
other day at the office. After all, 
he said, he had just attended a 
gallery show by notorious Man- 
hattan artist Dash Snow — who 
uses ejaculate like Jackson Pol- 
lock used paint. 

But it did feel a little odd to 
the honotees. 

“We’re happy being out- 
siders,” said Kathe Kollwitz 
(er, the woman who uses Koll- 
witz as her pseudonym) from 
beneath her gorilla mask. 
“We’re totally perverse. With 
this honor, and being included 
in the 2005 Venice Biennale, 
as a political artist, you have to 
ask, ‘what am I doing wrong?’ 
But we are also artists and be- 
lieve in getting our message 
out. . . . Are we being co-opt- 
ed? Who the hell knows?” 

Belle Tanenhaus, who coor- 
dinated the event, said the GGs 
a perfect fit with the mu- 
’s new feminist depart- 
:. “We thought this would 
be a stimulating and provoca- 
tive program,” she said. 

Arid provocative it was! Al- 
though the GGs have published 
several books (including “Bitch- 
es, Bimbos and Ballbreakers: 
The Guerrilla Girls’ Illustrated 
Guide to Female Stereotypes”), 
and been approached by produc- 



Welcome to the jungle: Four of the original Guerrilla Girls, 
who go by the pseudonyms (left to right) Alice Neel, Ger- 
trude Stein, Frida Kahlo and Kathe Kollwitz, were honored by 
the Brooklyn Museum's Community Committee on Nov. 9. 


ers who want to make films 
about their fives, and have a 
class about them being taught at 
Brooklyn College, their true 
identities are still unknown. 

To this day, the artists feared 
their careers would be harmed 
by publicly condemning — 


through posters and demon- 
strations — injustice in the art 

With their PowerPoint pres- 
entation, the four GGs (Koll- 
witz, “Frida Kahlo,” “Gertrude 
Stein” and “Alice Neel”) remi- 
nisced about their early days of 


plastering posters on mailbox- 
es (a federal offense!) and re- 
buking the titans of the art 
world — the Museum of Mod- 
em Art and the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. 

“When we put up the 
posters, we would be chased 
by the cops,” recalled Neel, 
her mask’s rouged lips catch- 
ing the spotlight. 

They said they came to af- 
fectionately refer to their work 
tallying up the ratio of female 
to male artists displayed in 
those museums as their “wee- 
nie count,” but said that while 
there are moments when 
women artists seem to be get- 
ting more wall space in muse- 
ums and galleries than they 
used to, those high points are 
followed by trends where the 
number of works by female 
artists takes a dip. 

Despite those setbacks, the 
GGs continue their worldwide 
mission, while encouraging 
others to join their cause. 

“Change doesn’t happen,” 
said Kollwitz. “You have to 
fight for it. Create your own 
crazy way of being an activist 
and feminist.” 

Curiously, during their histor- 
ical reverie, there was no men- 
tion of the GG’s poster targeting 
the Brooklyn Museum’s 1999 
“Sensation” exhibit that claimed 
British collector Charles Saatchi 


“paid the museum to show his 
art collection.” 

Kollwitz confessed that she 
and the other GGs really “ago- 
nized over going along with 
museums,” as they are now 
asked to create artworks for in- 
stitutions and high profile 
events, including the 2005 
Venice Biennale. Even being 
honored by the Brooklyn Mu- 
seum requires them to trans- 
form from outsiders to insiders 
when they accept the invitation 
to speak. The GGs say they 
cooperate if it helps bring their 
message to a larger audience, 
but they were careful to point 
out that the award wouldn’t 
absolve the Brooklyn Museum 
of any future scrutiny. 

“We’re happy to get the 
award, but it doesn’t mean the 
pressure is off,” said Kollwitz. 

Of course, Lehman isn’t 
worrying. 

“Why would I?” he said. 
“Their goal is to move things 
positively forward.” 

Among the suggestions of- 
fered by the GGs in getting 
more art by women on the 
walls, was to get more women 
curators on museum staffs. 
Lehman told GO Brooklyn that 
half of the museum’s latest hires 
are “young and full of energy” 
and half of them are women. 

One of those curators, Mau- 
ra Reilly of the museum’s 
Elizabeth A. Sackler Center 
for Feminist Art, welcomed 
the GGs with “giddy, bad girl 
pleasure” and characterized 
their work as being in the tra- 
dition of do-gooders Batman 
and Robin. 

“We do have a secret sorori- 
ty all over the world,” pro- 
claimed Frida Kahlo. “Watch 
what you say.” 


General score 


When Ann Lopatin opened her gift 
shop. Blue Ribbon General Store, on 
Oct. 17, she wasn’t sure what to expect. 

“I’ve had the idea for 10 years,” the 
Brooklyn Heights resident said. “I 
wanted to update a general country 
store with city living products.” 

But would it fly in finicky Boerum 
Hill where boutiques and restaurants 
can drop as quickly as rents rise? 

“So far, so good,” she said. 

And why not? With items ranging 
from 50-cent candies and cheap gag gifts 
to luxe stationary and a $250 cocktail 
shaker shaped like a lighthouse, Lopatin’s 
store captures the funky and chic sensibil- 
ity of the neighborhood perfectly. 

“I love this area,” she said, “but it 
was always missing a cool, eclectic gift 


shop.” So using the skills she devel- 
oped working for high-end companies 
like Ralph Lauren and Coach, Lopatin 
began buying top-notch merchandise 
with a Brooklyn flair, like boxer shorts 
emblazoned with pictures of Ebbets 
Field and marble coasters with a map 
of the borough printed right on them. 

“The Blue Ribbon is in the name,” 
she said, “because I am always trying 
to find the best of what’s out there.” 

Blue Ribbon General Store (365 
State St. at Bond Street in Boerum 
Hill) is open Tuesday through Satur- 
day, 1 1 am-7 pm, and Sundays, from 
noon to 6 pm. Closed Mondays. For 
information, call (718) 522-9848 or visit 
www.blueribbongeneralstore.com. 

— Adam Rathe 
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The LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER Surgical Weight Loss Ir 

proud to be the only weight loss center in Brooklyn named a Bariatric 
Surgery Center of Excellence by the American Society for Bariatric 
Surgery, while also holding a Level I Accreditation from the American 
College of Surgeons. 

For some, the lifelong commitment to good health starts with bariatric 
weight loss surgery. Lutheran Medical Center Surgical Weight Loss 
Institute takes a unique approach to treating serious obesity-related 
conditions — lifestyle support. We stand beside our patients all 
the way with: 

• Psychological counseling 

• Dedicated nutritionists and dietitians 

• Personalized exercise regimens 

• Aftercare psychotherapy group sessions 

Lifestyle support and the best weight loss surgical techniques available 
anywhere — you deserve it. And now, Brooklyn has it. 

To find out if you’re a candidate for weight loss surgery or one of our 
lifestyle support programs, please call 1-718-630-RXRX (7979). 




Lutheran Medical Center 

Surgical Weight Loss Institute. 


Surgical Solutions 
Lifestyle Support 


150 55th Street, Brooklyn, New Y( 
1-718-630-RXRX (7979) 
www.LutheranMedicalCenter.coi 
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The Brooklyn 
Bureau of 
Community 
Service serves 
1,500 children 
through two 

centers and 
five 

school-based 
afterschool 
programs in 
Fort Greene, 
East New York 
and Crown 
Heights. The 
Brooklyn 


Brooklyn 's 


Come to our Book Fair 

Sunday and M* 

When yoti buy one or rfiore 
books from Barnes & Noble at 
1 06 Court Street in Brooklyn on 
November 1 8-1 9 and present 
one of our vouchers, Barnes & 

Noble will donate 1 5% or more 
of your purchase to the 
Brooklyn Bureau of Community 
Service to buy books for the 
children in our preschool. Head 
Start, kindergarten and 
afterschool programs. 

You will be doing something 
good for the children we serve 
at no extra cost to you. 

Si 

Pr tii 




beginning at 5:15 PM, children 
from the Brooklyn Bureau's 
Duffield Children's Center will 
present a Reader's Theater skit 
based on the book Jabuti by 
Gerald McDermott, plus three 
special poetry readings. 

Please attend, and remember, 
you may purchase a book 
anytime on November 18-19 
using our voucher, and the 
children who attend our 
programs will benefit. 


Photocopy this voucher, or visit www.bbcs.org 
to download a printable voucher. 

BROOKLYN BUREAU OF COMMUNITY SERVICE 

285 SCHERMERHORM STREET (AND THROUGHOUT BROOKLYN) 
718-310-5615 FAX: 718-855-1517 www.bbcs.org 



Good Only at 106 Court Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

Barnes & Noble 
Bookfair Voucher 

supporting 

The preschool, Head Start, 
kindergarten, and afterschool 
programs of the 

Brooklyn Bureau of 
Community Service 

Sunday and Monday 
November 18-19, 2007 

Simply present this voucher or a photo- 
copy at the cash register at time of 
purchase. A percentage of the net sale 
will be donated. 

OFFICE USE ONLY 


Amount of sale before tax less purchase of Gift Cards or 
Membership Cards. $ — 


The following transactions are not included in Bookfair 
totals: The purchase of Gift Cards or Membership 
Cards. Non-profit and business account discounts may 
not be applied to Bookfair purchases. 

Brooklyn Bureau of 
Community Service 
285 Schermerhorn Street 
(and throughout Brooklyn) 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 
718-310-5600 • www.bbcs.on 
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Join us for a 
Shabbaton Dinner 

featuring Ari Schonbrun, author of 

Miracles & Fate on Floor 78 

The story of how he and others escaped 
The World Trade Center on 9/11. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
Services 4:20 pm 
Dinner at 5:30 pm 

$30 Non-members 
$25 Members, $10 Kids Under 13 


K f Congregation B'nai Avraham 

j 117 Remsen Street - Brooklyn Heights 
" call to reserve (71 8) 596-4840 Ext.l 8 
or email ravraskin@aol.com 


A New Six-Week Course From 
The Rohr Jewish Learning Institute 

LAND 

&SPIRIT 


why we all care about Israel 


Series continues this Sunday morning 

9:30 am - 11:00 am 

...or come this Wednesday evening 

7:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

Fee: $60 (textbooks included) 

Congregation B'nai Avraham 

117 Remsen Street (between Clinton & Henry) 
Brooklyn Heights 
please call (718) 596-4840 Ext. 18 
or email ravraskin@aol.com 



...don't move firewood! 


The U.S. Department of Agriculture s (USDA) Asian Longhorned 
Beetle Cooperative Eradication Program reports that moving 
firewood can spread tree-killing invasive diseases and insect pests 
like the Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) . Already, the ALB is 
responsible for the loss of more than 42,000 trees in New York, 
New Jersey, and Illinois. 

Stop the Beetle! Buy and use firewood locally. 

Don't transport it. 


And remember, officials survey trees for(signs of beetle 
infestation year ’round and may be in your'-area. For answers 1 
concerning surveys, wood movement, or suspected^ signs 
of beetle infestation, call the Asian Longhorned Beetle" 
Cooperative Eradication Program. 


In New York, call 1-877-STOP-ALB or 1-866-265-0301. 
In New Jersey and on Staten Island, call 1— 732-815^4700. 
Log onto http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ALB. 



I 1SDA United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 


The Asian Longhorned Beetle Cooperative Eradication Progra. 
USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and Fort 
New York by the New York State Department of Agriculture am 
State Department of Environmental Conservation, and the Nt 
of Parks and Recreation. The USDA agencies are joined in Nt 
Jersey Department of Agriculture, the New Jersey Departme 
Protection, and the City of Linden. 







;g) 14 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


November 1 7, 2007 


! 

I 

i 




WWW 


_ 



Mayor Bloomberg announced his plans for Coney Island during the Chamber of Commerce's annual luncheon at Gargiulo's on Nov. 8. 


CONEY... 

Continued from page 1 

ences in Bloomberg’s and Thor’s plans for the amusement district. 
First, Bloomberg wouldn’t permit hotel construction in the heart of 
the district or along the Boardwalk. And second, the city wants to re- 
zone the amusement district as public parkland. 

To do so, Bloomberg will still need to buy out Sitt — who paid 
more than $100 million for his land — and some smaller-time 
landowners, rezone the land, and then hand-pick a new developer. 

Horace Bullard, a developer who owns land in the amusement 
district and who once harbored similarly grand visions for the area, 
said he didn’t think the administration would run into much opposi- 
tion from local property owners. 

“No one in his right mind will be fighting the city on this issue if 
he’s justly compensated for it,” said Bullard, one of the landowners 
who would, indeed, need to be compensated. 

But not everyone shares Bullard’s rosy optimism. 

Dennis Vourderis, whose family has operated the Wonder Wheel 
for 87 years and owned the Wheel, its popular kiddie park and the 


Step right up 

The mayor's announcement that the city would buy out 
developer Joe Sit t and redevelop Coney Island on its 
own created winners and losers aplenty: 

Winners Losers 


Carol Albert: The Astroland 
owner sold her land to Sitt for fair 
market price and expected to be 
shut down. Now, she'll stay open 
— and the city will pay Sitt back. 


Joe Sitt: He bought land in 
hopes of striking it big. Now he 



decades — yet was not able 1 


off, too!" 9 ' N ° W " 


I get paid 


legacy-making project and 
"save" Coney Island. But the 

Dennis Vourderis: The owner 
of Deno's Wonder Wheel 
Amusement Park will now have 
to fight a city effort to take his 
land. 

Time-share lovers: Anyone 
who was dying to own a Coney 


$ 2 , 750 ... 



Maliha and her slashed roof, after 
the accident last winter. 


Continued from page 1 
there were numerous other complaints about 
falling debris at 187 Seventh Ave., the for- 
mer home of the quirky and much-missed 
Landmark Pub. 

“It’s infuriating that the owner was al- 
lowed to get away with this. No one is forc- 
ing her to do anything,” said Maliha, former 
chairwoman of Citizens for the Preservation 
of Wmdsor Terrace. 

“Two agencies have let go of their re- 
sponsibility to keep the public safe on the 
sidewalk — the departments of Buildings, 
and Housing Preservation and Develop- 

But a Buildings spokeswoman said the 
agency has taken steps to safeguard the site. 


“We must give the owner opportunity to 
take care of the building,” she said. “The 
city can step in and do emergency repair 
work if the owner fails to do so.” 

In fact, HPD has done emergency repairs 
twice this year. In March, before Maliha’s 
accident, the agency installed a sidewalk 
shed, but the structure failed to catch the 
glass that hit Maliha’s car later in the month. 

HPD was back on the site in August to 
seal openings on the lower floors and to re- 
move windowpanes from the upper levels, 
but on a recent visit to the site, windows 
were still in some of the top floors. 

The building’s notoriously reclusive own- 
er, Dorothy Nash, could not be reached for 
comment. 

She had been represented in Small 
Claims Court by her insurance company’s 
lawyer, who also did not want to comment 
for this story. 


land under it for 24 years, doesn’t particularly want to cede his land. 

“We hope that the city doesn’t force us to lose our land at an un- 
fair price and against our wishes,” said Vourderis, frustrated that the 
city prefers an integrated theme park to a hodgepodge of honky- 
tonk, family-owned businesses. 

“I’m already doing [amusements], what the city wants us to do, 
so leave me alone,” said Vourderis. 

Recchia agrees. 

“By working with the landowners, we could accomplish many 
things that the mayor wants to accomplish,” said Recchia. “If we 
don’t work with the landowners, this will wind up in court, which 
could tie up the plan for 10 years.” 

The city was not prepared to say how much it would be w illin g to 
pay to buy out existing landowners, but costs could easily soar into 
the hundreds of millions. 

At the luncheon, Doctoroff said that city would raise that kind of 
scratch through the sale of city land west of Keyspan Park — an 
area bounded by West 19th and West 24th streets, Surf Avenue and 
the Boardwalk — shown on administration maps as “Coney West.” 

The area would have up to 2,700 new apartments and 360,000 
square feet of retail space. 

In addition to “Coney West,” there’s “Coney North,” bounded by 
W. 20th Street, Stillwell, Mermaid and Surf avenues. This area 
would also become a residential and retail district with up 1,800 new 
apartments and 100,000 square feet of retail. 

Vourderis aside, the overall reaction among those invested in 
Coney Island was positive. 

Indeed, even Recchia said the mayor’s plan was a good jumping- 
off point. 

Chuck Reichenthal, the district manager of Community Board 13, 
said the plan addressed one of the community’s most-pressing con- 
cern: housing in the amusement district. 

“That’s very important to us and affirms that the amusements will 
remain there,” said Reichenthal. 

Michael Immerso, the author of “Coney Island, the People’s Play- 
ground,” was similarly hopeful. 

“We’ve had a long period of decline, but the city is on the right 
track,” said Immerso. “By setting out broad guidelines and stating a 
public commitment to keeping some of what Coney Island was in 
the past, the city creates a situation where it can be held accountable. 
The battle lines are clearly drawn now and we’ll see how it plays 

That battle will likely involve Sitt, who said in a statement that he 
was “disappointed” by the mayor’s announcement. 

“[We] are optimistic that a deal can be reached between the city, 
the landowners and the community to make Coney Island an even 
greater place to live and visit,” said Sitt. 


Health, Mind & Body 


ACUPUNCTURE 

■ 

DENTISTS 

■ 

DENTISTS 


CHINESE SUCCESS 

qi'QONQ TUINA BODYWORK CENTER 

Effective Treatments for: 

• Pain Management • Low Energy 

• Sciatica * • Headache ■ 

• Facial • Rejuvenation 

718-788-2372 

Open 7 Days A Week • 10:30 am - 10:30 pm 
457 7th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 1 1215^~SS 


DENTISTS 


COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our spacious, 
modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 

COSMETIC DENTISTRY : Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whitening 
IMPLANT DENTISTRY ; Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 
INVISALIGN PROVIDER 

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day ! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S. 

I FF. R. GAUSE, D.D.S. 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 



Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance plans accommodated 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 



Treatment of Gum Dis 
Fixed & Removable B 
Emergencies Seen SAME* DAY 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) ins^nmce 

Tad” (718) 622-8020 HW 


We’ve Moved! 

Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 
irnigg 

789-5700 



¥ Quality Dentistry ^ 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
<§ Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I, TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 


mi 


FITNESS TRAINING 


ABSOLUTE 

FITNESS TRAINERS 


BrLucjLH/Cj titer Qywt to Yoit! 

iiiiiHMingJiii* 


• Functional Training • Qi Gong 

• Strength Training • Arnisikaran 

• Cardio Training • Massage 

• Flexibility Training • Acupuncture 

• Cardio-Kick Boxing • Power-Walking Club 

For More utvforHt/cuthoH/ oouLL 
718-788-321 2 

www.absolutefitnestrainers.com 


Tom Robbins 

Reporter 

Brooklyn Heights resident Tom Robbins is used to writing 
stories as a reporter for The Village Voice, but last month, he 
found himself in a metaphysical conundrum — he became 
an unwilling player in a story he was covering. Robbins de- 
livered the "knockout punch" to District Attorney Charles 
Hynes's murder case 
against former FBI agent 
Undley DeVecchio, who 
was accused of feeding in- 
formation to murdering 
mobster Gregory Scarpa. 

Robbins had the only evi- 
dence that would exoner- 
ate DeVecchio — two audio 
tapes from a 7997 interview 
on which Hynes's star wit- 
ness, Linda Schiro, contra- 
dicted the testimony she 
was giving at DeVecchio's 
trial. At the time Robbins in- 
terviewed Schiro, he and 
then-Daily News mob re- 
porter Jerry Capeci prom- 
ised their source anonymity and that they wouldn't coop- 
erate with law enforcement. With a man’s life on the line, 
Robbins broke those promises and wrote about the 1 0- 
year-old Schiro interview in the Village Voice — but in do- 
ing so, he put his credibility with confidential sources at 
risk. He spoke to Brooklyn Paper reporter Adam F. Hutton. 


Q: Was it exciting or nerve-wracking to be on the oth- 
er side of a news story? 

A: This kind of excitement I can live without. A reporter has 
got no business being a part of a news story, but sometimes 
you get dragged in kicking and screaming and that’s what 
happened here. I had no idea that my tapes were going to be 
the knockout punch for this case. I didn’t much like being a 
part of the story, but I didn’t know any way out of it either. 

Q: You made a big splash with an interview you did 10 
years ago. Did you know when you wrote the story 
what effect it would have? 

A: I was as stunned as anyone else when I appeared before 
the judge [on Oct. 31] and the prosecutor said he was pre- 
pared to drop the case if the tapes confirmed what was in the 
story. It was one of those “Get me rewrite!” moments. I ex- 
pected all the reporters to rush out of the room and get on the 
phone to file their stories. The Daily News described it as a 
“Perry Mason moment” and I think that’s accurate. It was 
very surprising to me. 

Q: How did you decide to write about the Schiro tapes? 
You had made promises that you would not publish the 
information and wouldn't cooperate with law enforce- 
ment. So when you wrote the piece you knew that you 
were risking credibility with confidential sources. 

A: The source in this case had insisted on confidentiality at the 
time, but then 10 years later, she was testifying in public about 
the very things she had demanded anonymity on. So she had 
willingly given up most of her confidentiality before I wrote my 
piece. But much more than that was when I realized that the 
whole case against DeVecchio rested on Schiro ’s testimony and 
that I was in possession of the only exonerating information. 

Q: You and Capeci were working on a book when you 
interviewed Schiro. Why didn't Jerry write the story? 

A: I wouldn’t let him come forward. Jerry Capeci is the pre- 
mier organized crime reporter in New York, and he routinely 
deals with people who are on the wrong side of the law who 
commit murders and people who are on the right side of the 
law who try to catch them. No reporter wants to be on the 
witness stand in a mob trial because once they’ve got you 
there, they can ask you anything they want. Taking that into 
consideration, it would have been much more dangerous for 
Jerry to take the stand than it was for me. 

Q: What is so fascinating to you about gangsters? 
What is the appeal in writing about them? 

A: What has always interested me is where the underworld 
meets the overworld. I’ve always found it fascinating that 
mobsters have been able to build political clout in New York 
City because of their money and power. I find that relation- 
ship much more interesting than ordinary mayhem like gam- 
bling, violence and prostitution. It’s interesting the way that 
the mob is tolerated or winked at by politicians and other 
supposedly legitimate citizens. 



MUGABE... 



Continued from page 1 

Councilwoman Iretitia 
James (D-Fort Greene) 
echoed Jeffries’s senti- 

“It is still my position 
that Barclays represents 
blood money, and is the 
fruit of ill-gotten gain,” she 

In a statement, Barclays 
spokesman Peter Truell de- 
fended the bank’s record. 

“Barclays has been in 
Zimbabwe since 1912, and 
has 1 ,000 employees and a 
network of 20 branches 
serving 150,000 retail, busi- 
ness and corporate cus- 
tomers in the country,” said 
Truell. “We are committed 
to continuing to provide a 
service to those customers 
in what is clearly a difficult 
operating environment. We 
are also committed to the 
welfare of our employees.” 

Forest City Ratner did 
not respond to a request for 

Mugabe’s record is one 
of repression and “state- 
sponsored violence and tor- 
ture,” according to Amnesty 
International. 

“Two years after an esti- 
mated 700,000 people lost 
their homes or livelihood or 
both ... the government has 
failed to provide an effective 
remedy to the victims,” the 
Amnesty International state- 
ment added. 


Barclays and 
Mugabe: 
How it works 

Barclays has loaned Zim- 
babwe landowners $1 billion 
in the past half year through a 
program to boost farm pro- 
duction, according to the Sun- 
day Times of London. Here’s 
how that new, landowning 
elite is repressing the little guy 
in Zimbabwe: 

• Many of the farms fund- 
ed by Barclays were forcibly 
taken by President Robert 
Mugabe from white farmers 
and handed over to his 
cronies, rather than to aver- 
age Zimbabweans, as origi- 
nally promised. 

• Those loans — a possible 
violation of European Union 
sanctions against Mugabe and 
his cronies, according to a 
British member of Parliament 
— propped up an agricultural 
policy that has caused drasti- 
cally diminished productivity 
and a starvation diet for mil- 
lions of Zimbabweans. 

• Mugabe, who reportedly 
acquired three of the stolen 
farms, has been roundly con- 
demned by the international 
community for his near total 
suppression of the free press, 
for his repression of his peo- 
ple, and for his land-grab 
policies. — Rubinstein 
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Smartmom, Hepcat sweep aside memories 


S martmom and Hepcat 
spent a weekend after- 
noon going through 13 
years of basement storage de- 
ciding what to keep and what to 
throw away. 

A rubbish hauler was booked 
to arrive first thing that Mon- 
day. They’d put this off long 
enough. It was time. 

Hepcat, who would rather 
have a colonoscopy than go 
through his beloved storage, did 
at least get in on the act. Some- 
thing compelled him to do it 

Perhaps it was the nagging 
- or the threat of divorce and 
t if he didn’t 




SMART 

mom 


By Louise Crawford 

when he was in third grade. 

Or would she grab the heart- 
shaped bowl that says “Mom” 
that the Oh So Feisty One 
painted at one of those paint 
your own pottery places? 

Smartmom knew she’d grab 
her computer, where most of 
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Fencing 
15 ? Center 
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silver, which she 

There wouldn’t be 
time. And in the end, 
things are replace- 
able. 

Eleanor Traub- 
man, a professional 
organizer whose Brooklyn 
company is called Inspired Or- 
ganizing, spoke to Smartmom 
about this recently. She often 
asks her clients, “Is it possible 
to hold onto a memory without 
holding onto the physical re- 
minder?” 

Sometimes the answer is yes. 
Other times, it is a resounding 
no. But Traubman believes that 
it is possible to select a few 
meaningful things as reminders 
without keeping everything. 

Miraculously, Smartmom and 
Hepcat were able to substantial- 
ly reduce their basement stor- 
age with a minimum of fighting 
and biting. If those years of 
couple’s therapy has taught 
them anything it is to stay out 
of each other’s way. 

That’s right, Smartmom kept 
a healthy distance as Hepcat 
dutifully went through box after 

She even stopped herself 
from saying, “Don’t you want 
to get rid of that 20-volume set 


of the Handyman’s Encyclope- 
dia that you picked up at a li- 
brary sale on our honeymoon 
that is now slightly damp and 
mildewed?” 

She prevented herself from 
saying, “Do you really need to 
keep 12 computer monitors that 
don’t work anymore?” 

She resisted the urge to say, 
“Can’t we trash those boxes of 
Computer Shopper magazines 
from the late 1980s” (sure, 
they’re historic but 

For Smartmom, it was easier 
to part with the mildewed past. 
Truth be told, a dank, occasion- 
ally flooded, basement is no 
place to keep children’s cloth- 
ing and toys anyway. 

It’s downright disgusting. 

S martmom did uncover 
some treasures. She even 
got teary when she found 
the yellow Little Tykes car that 
brought Teen Spirit countless 
hours of joy rolling up and 
down their long hallway when 
he was 3. 

There was OSFO’s green tri- 
cycle and boxes of toys that 
they couldn’t even sell at their 
stoop sale last summer. 

For Smartmom, it felt good 
to downsize. Maybe her recent 
success at Weight Watchers (16 
pounds and counting) has 
taught her that less is more. It 


FAMILY CALENDAR 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 




feels good to travel light. 

Hepcat doesn’t share that be- 
lief. He is buffeted by the past. 
It makes him feel safe and se- 
cure. His reverence for things is 
something that Smartmom both 
adores and abhors about him. 

While she is moved by his 
sentimental ways, she is also 
overwhelmed by the storage 
problems that such ways pres- 

There aren’t enough closets, 
bookcases and storage rooms to 
contain all that we are. That’s 
why it’s important to find other 
ways to hold onto the past and 
recognize that things only tell 
part of the story. 

The next morning, it took 
five guys from Mr. Rubbish less 


than a half-hour to put every- 
thing in the garbage compactor. 

When the job was done, 
Smartmom felt relieved. She 
knew she didn’t need all that 
stuff they’d been clinging to. 
What matters in life are people 
and experiences. Sure it’s nice 
to have mementos — but only 
as long as you’ve got the square 
footage. 

For now, Smartmom cherish- 
es Teen Spirit’s decoupage vase 
and the heart-shaped bowl that 
OSFO made. 

And her computer. 

That’s where she records her 
memories. And they don’t take 
up much space anyway. 

Louise Crawford writes "Only the 
Blog Knows Brooklyn" Web site. 


Marriage Need a Tune-Up? 

I can show you how to: 

• use the techniques that (research 
shows) help relationships last. 

• make sure that your partner 
understands what's on your mind. 

• separate the past from the 
present in the relationship. 

• create realistic expectations for 
resolving those ongoing, touchy issues. 

•evaluate what the commitmentto 
new, promising behaviors would require. 

Mastering These Basics Is the Key To A Successful 

Joan Emerson, PhD • (718) 499- 

Licensed Psychologist & Couples Spe 




dta*0fl8 School 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


□ 2-4 year old programs 
O Licensed teachers 

CJ Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


02, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Part-time spot available for 3 or 4 year old girl 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


FAMILY 

CLASSIFIED 

To advertise, call 
(718) 834-9350 



Organic, Hair Trade Children's Tatties 

■ Puppet Shows • Fate Painting • Costume Parties: 
Fairy, Princess, Wizard, Dancer • Organic Catering 
and Treats • Crafts • Balloon Fun • Decorations 



A chance to get 
your Gersh on! 


tor chair for BCAT's "Reporter Roundtable" and once again 
brought together the "A" list of Brooklyn scribes, including 
(from right) Tom Tracy of the New York Post-owned Courier-Life 

RicTcalde'r^ t S h e e d port r .The 0 show makesite debut onFYiday! 
Nov. 16, at 9 pm and will be repeated on Monday, Nov. 19, at 
1 pm; Tuesday, Nov. 20, at 1:30 and 9:30 pm; and Thursday, 


Are you challenged by the behavior of your preschooler? 

Stressed by the demands of raising a child with special needs? 
Trying techniques that don't work? 

Feeling frustrated? 



We Can Help! 

for more information please call 

718.853.1750 


ABA 

TEACHERS 


INTEGRATED 

CLASSROOMS 


Services Available Free of Charge 
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HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE 


„ FACELIFT 
vcy CONTRACTING 

BEFORE AFTER 

Restorations & Remodeling 
Exterior & Interior 

Over 20 Years Experience 

Stripping & Refinishing 
Finished Basements 
Room Additions • Kitchens & Baths 
Tile • Marble • Granite • Ceramic Tile • Painting 
Plastering • Roofing • Siding • Plumbing & Electric 
Ceilings & Floors • Lofts • Apartments • Brownstones 
Residential - Commercial Rubbish Removal 
Design & Consulting 
Exclusive 10 Year Warranty 
Local, Reliable, 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
First Time Home Buyer Discount & 

To Help You On Your Way 
All Types of Repair Expertly Done 

.48 Ask for George: 

A 1-347-724-6540 

wT Senior Citizen Discount 

Licensed & Insured 


,N1 


Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• cuaom^diens Jobs are Owner Supervised .sdj 
We have been .o^D^b 

doing a great job -Additions 

for over ten years •Lf'Sfen, 

Lie# 1157104 718-375-8292 & “ d 




Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call: 718 - 893-4006 



Contractors II Contractors 




esidential 718-467-3541 Commerc 
FULLY INSURED 

Full Interior Renovations - 


Tiles - Kitchen Cabinets - Granite 
Counter Tops - Oak Floors - 
Ornamental Molding & Medallion 
- Doors - Custom Closets - 
Finished work - Decks 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS -REMODELING 


Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 
riew previous projects @ 


♦ S&D HOME ♦ 
IMPROVEMENT 


Cabinets, V^ity^Bookshelves 

Free Estimates 

(718) 998-1110 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 

Interior & Exterior 


Scaffold • Brick & 


718-686-1100 


Gaudioso 
Contracting Inc. 

Complete Interior 
Renovations 
Licensed & Insured 

You don't pay a dime 
until the job's complete. 
Call Anthony 
718-858-8588 
347-731-4464 
Locally Owned & Operated 


A«5cl Modern 
Renovation 

Drywall • Painting • Skim coat 


9 1 7-70 1 -3 3 98 


craftsmanship in the 


Chris Mullins 
General Contracting 

Roofing • Bathrooms • Kitchens 
arpentry • All Renovations • Brickwork 

Waterproofing 

e 7 1^376-85 58 Ud 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small’’ 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie.# FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
1266064 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway 
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71M3-M3QG 

71B-CUTTREE 

A Division ofDragonetti Bros. Landscaping 

Visit Our Nursery at 1875 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY 


EMPLOYMENT 


BOOKEEPER/ 
OFFICE MANAGER 

Full Time I Full-charge 

Competetive salary, flexible hours possible. 
Minimum 4 years experience, including Excel, 
plus Quickbooks or MYOB/AccountEdge. Must 
be super-organized, hyper-accurate and good 
on the phone (for client contact). 

Please send a brief note. Including salary history 
or expectations, with a current resume to: 
EdWeintrob@BrooklynPaper.com 

(Please note "Bookeeper" in the Subject Line) 

.jAm. 
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Help Wanted H Help Wanted 


Field Svc Tech 

For leading mfgr of power wheelchairs 
to handle in-home product daliveries and 
svc in the grenter Brooklyn area. Electro/ 
Mech aptitude w/dean MVR a must. 

Please show interest to 
HR2@hoveraund.com or (ax 
941-739-5342. Visit our website at 


EOE/tt 


Medicaid Representative 

NJ based company seeks people 
with experience in customer service, 
social services and/or Medicaid in a 
NYC hospital environment preferred. 


hospital and in the field to screen and 
enroll patients in Medicaid. Bilingual 
Spanish Required. Two shifts available 
M-f from 8:30 to 5 and S-Thur. From 


Healthcare Opportunities 

Adult Day Care Center located 
in Park Slope Brooklyn, has im- 


EXPERIENCED 

CARPENTERS 

For Renovation Work 

Call Dennis 

(71 8) 833-1 1 78 ^ 

Handy (Han & Super 

with valid 
driver's license. 

Fax Resume 

(718)497-5988 L47 

Activity Assistant 

ing Facility has an immediate 
opening for a FT Activity 
Assistant to work with their 
Alzheimer's residents. Hours 
are Thursday to Monday, 

9am to 5pm. 

Please send resume to 
Theresa Hines 
1 Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
Or call 718-622-8400 for 
more information. 


Receptionist /Word Processor 

ENTRY LEVEL 
Mon & Wed 9-4 
Tues & Thurs 10-5 

(718) 875-3167 45 


LEGAL NOTICES 


MYRTLE VENTURE LLC; App., for Auth., filed with 
NY Sec. of State ("SSNY") 09/14/2007. Office in 
Kings County; LLC formed in DE on 06/05/2007, 
SSNY designated agent for service of process with 
copy mailed to The LLC, c/o BFC Partners, 325 
Gold Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 All lawful busi- 
ness purposes. 


Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings 
County on the 9th day of November, 2007, bearing Index Number 
N50097 6/2007, a copy of which may be examined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, 
Brooklyn, New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume 
the name of Pavithra Vasudevan Kathanadhi. My present name is 
Pavithra Vasudevan. My present address is 400 Marlborough Rd., 
Brooklyn, New York 11226. My place of birth is Madras, India. My date 
of birth is May 25, 1981. 


Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings 
County on the 9th day of November, 2007, bearing Index Number 
N 500977/2007, a copy of which may be examined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, 
Brooklyn, New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume 
the name of Ramesh Kathanadhi. My present name is Ramesh 
Chakrapani Kumar. My present address is 400 Marlborough Rd., 
Brooklyn, New York 11226. My place of birth is Madras, India. My date 
of birth is August 29, 1976. 


SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF KINGS. NOTICE TO 
UENORS TO APPEAR AND PROVE UENS. Index No. 22252/03. ANTONIO RODRIGUEZ, 
Plaintiff, -against- ELENA MEDINA, Defendant. TO ALL CREDITORS NOT PARTIES TO 
THE ABOVE ENTITLED ACTION WHO HAVE LIENS ON THE UNDIVIDED SHARE OR 


York, CountyofKings, State of New York, Section 1 3, Block 41 1 9A, Lot 57, an. 
particularly described in the mortgage as follows: BEGINNING at 
erly side of Danforth Str 



NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SECOND HARING 
LLC. Arts, of Org. filed with Secy of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 07/20/07. Office Loc: Kings County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom pro- 
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC: c/o Davidoff Malito & 
Hutcher LLP, 605 Third Ave., 34th FI., NY, NY 
10158. Purpose: Any lawful activity. bpkms 


ed by the Civil Court, Kings County on th< 


REAL ESTATE 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Knowledgeable. 25 + years experience. Discretion. If you are 
buying or selling in Fort Greene & Clinton Hill, I can smooth 
the bumps, avoid obstacles and get to the close on time. 


Kathryn Lilly 



Prudential Douglas Elliman 

156 Montague Street 
718-780-8174 

cell 718-614-5542 fax 917-369-2503 
klilly@ell 


APARTMENTS 




i&ms 


Bushwick /Private 3 Family 

3 Bdrm, 1 Ba, Carpet in Bdrms, 
Tile Living Rm, 4 Blocks to Train, 
No Pets/No Programs. 

Avail. 10/1/07 $1,500 per mo 
2 mo Security deposit. 

(347)683-5946 L39 


Sell Your Home 

Fast.... 



ATTORNEYS 


Buying or Selling? 

Experienced 
Real Estate Attorney 

Michael S. Gold 

Houses Condos Co-Ops- 
Contracts Closings • 
New Construction Projects • 
Refinances 

- Free Consultation - 

Law Offices of 
Michael S. Gold 

One Metrotech Center 
Downtown Brooklyn 

(718)246-GOLD (4653) 


HOUSES 

Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge Open House 

Sat/Sun 1 lam-3pm. 20 Oliver St. next 
Id 92nd St. X Shore Rd. Promenade. New 
luxury Condo Bid. 2 Bdrms., Sunny Terraces, 
High-End Finishes, Low Maintenance. 1 5 Year 
Tox Abatement. Many Amenities. $650,000. 
Alpine Real Estate 718-238-1788 


BELLE HARBOR 
BEACH BLOCK 

2 Family, 2/2 , Basement, 
Garage 8t Private Drive. 
$499,000. 

WALSH PROPERTIES, INC. 
(718)945-5512 l 4 6 


Princess Bay 

-NEW HOMES 
2 FAMILY 

BUILDER PAYS 
CLOSING COSTS 



3BR, 2 bath, 1890 Colonial in a chan 
New kitchen w/granite countertops, maple cabinei 
BR, new den, new full bath, new A/C, new windows, 2 car garage, excellent 
school system and more. Formal DR has colonial charm. Minutes from Rt. 
78, commuter bus/train and shopping oudets in Flemington. 

1 hour from NYC. 

Contact Brian Glynn at Weichert Realtors 908-507-7694 


0 



z 

Specializing in the Purchases and Sales of Residential Property 

z 

FULTON STREET 

CLINTON HILL 

III 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LLI 

1-2 Br. from 390 K 

Lr. 1-2 Br. from 449K 

0. 

Excellent Loc. 

Excellent Loc. 

0 

BOERUM HILL 

PROSPECT PARK 

Q 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 499K 

T-2 Br. from 339K 

Z 

Tax Abated/Low CC 

Tax Aboted/Low CC 

< 

4% KE1 

cr 

254 Flatbush Avenue 

I (between St. Marks & Prospect PI.) 

0 

(718) 230-7560 (718) 230-7563 FAX 

EMAIL: INFO@ELADIAREALTY.COM 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 
•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens -Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights •Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill •Clinton Hill •Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


SERVICES 


fa TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping 
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718-623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized w T 7T > Center A51 


CLIPandSAVE 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs 

• Wrongful Death • Truck Accidents 

• Construction Accidents 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


Brooklyn man falls from ladder 
$1.6 million verdict! 
Bronx m 


Miller & Campson 

Call 1-866-MY FIRM 1 

Personal injury attorneys 
377 Broadway, 8th Floor NY, NY 10013 

1-212-941-0792 

www.millercampson.com 


Facing Divorce? 

Get An Experienced. Opinion 
Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property 

visitation/child supprt • Separation or Prenup agrmnts • Family Court 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law 

1 6 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(718) 522-6118 • www.angelascarlato.com 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G, Graft P.C, 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Attorneys H Credit Card Pi 


Zb. “2L 

We Handle ALL of Your 
LEGAL MATTERS 
Family Law • Divorce • 
Immigration • 

Will & Estates • Real Estate 
Civil • DUI 

139 Putuam Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238 

347-406-7862 3i m 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


Computer 

BASIC CLASSES 
$99 GUARANTEED TO LEARN 

Includes 4 Sessions, 

6 hrs. of Instruction, and 
2 Free Practice hrs. at 
Brooklyn Geek. 

7 1 B. 499. 4259 CR 5742 


ADS WORK! 


The Brooklyn Paper 


GET A NEW TERMINAL FREE... 
and STOP OVERPAYING 
for YOUR PROCESSING! 

We'll give you $500.00 if we 
can'1 beat your current rates! 
Ldmsaviags@yahoo.com 

Call Laura Now 917-658-4755 


mum 


CALL LAUREAN0 & GRAHAM 
718-415-6929 

EMAIL: COROZAL001@YAHOO.COM 


jrjL Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

Plookingtobuy 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

21 7 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


LOST WALLET 

Contains HPD Shield and ID, 
License, Credit Cards. In 
Williamsburg Area. (Hooper 
and 10th Ave.) REWARD. Call 

( 718 ) 254-8900 
( 212 ) 365-4228 L44 

SEEKING HOME FOR 
2 BUNNIES - FREE 

Under 1 Year Old. All Black, 
Male Brothers, Very Friendly. 

917-873-1238 L45 


LEGAL NOTICES 


Notice of Formation of ALIVE STRUCTURES, LLC. 
Arts of Org. filed Secy, of State (SSNY) 9/18/2007. 
Office location: Kings County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 153 Freeman 
Street, Brooklyn NY 11222. Purpose: any lawful 
activity BP4146 













































November 17, 2007 The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • ( 718 ) 834-9350 awp 17 (9SBH 

The Brooklyn Paper HOME IMPROVEMENT 


Appliance Repair 


EXPERT REPAIRS 

All Makes and Models 


• Washers & Dryers • 

• Stoves & Ovens ■ 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


I Leinster h 
Contracting 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 


tic Estimates & Time Schedules 


General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals cc rermns 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.com 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 


John 

Costelloe 


Carpentry Plus 


VASILIOS GIOUSOS 

WOODWORKING 

Hi Tech Kitchens ■ Bookcases 
Radiator Covers - Furniture 
Call Billy 718-522-0338 
68 Jay Street, Brooklyn 11201 
Monday - Friday lso 



718-762-9200 


Cleaning Services 


Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
licensed 347-645-4084 insured 
sunshinecleaningservice@yahoo.com 

ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 


Bathroom & Kitchen Til 


Why Replace UJhen Vou Can Restore? 

REJUVENATE YOUR BATHROOM 


- Expert Refinishing of Bathrooms, 

Wall Tile, Sink & Floors 

• Refinished Like New & Ready to 

Use in just 24 Hours i Rny Service I 

• TAKES ONE DAY! 


;$25 off; 


PREMIER BATHS, INC. 

1-866-399-8827 


"Don't Spend Lots of Money To Replace Walkways" 


BEFORE 


GRIND RAISED CONCRETE PROFESSIONALLY! 

• Avoid Lawsaits/City Violations • Licensed & Insured 


• Easier Snow Removal 


• Satisfaction Guaranteed 


VJ M.KWAY GRINDING CO 

dl Your Inexpensive Trip Hazard Solution 



We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 


so 90% of the work is done on tt 

of older homes built before 1980 
• Saturday appointments available. 


- Men 


n this ad and 


Christopher John 


Call 718-389-9898 

www.CFiristJon.com 


Cleaning Services 


Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 

marirc6@aol.com 


NAM ►- 
f DEMOLITION 

& EXCAVATION 
Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 


(718) 965-8024 


DECKS 

by Bart 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 
Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 
Fully Insured •Lic#1252474 A31 ^ 


Amighini Architectural Inc. 

THE BEST ANTIQUE SALVAGE DOORS AND MORE 



■116 3RD PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 

■ 92 PROSPECT PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 
■102 WILLOW ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 223 WYCKOFF ST. BROOKLYN NY 


■ 355 4TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 379 4TH St. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 418 1 3TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 445 54TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 


1 -888-mydoorI 



OC 

MND^CAT^ 

factors Incorporated 1 

Design, Installation and Maintenance 

Urban Garden Specialists 

(718) 922.2900 L31 . 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 

ALECTRAinc. 


718-522-3893 


Floor Maintenance 


MASTER FLOORING 

INSTALLATION SANDING FINISHING 

All kinds of Lamination 

Hardwood Floors $1.50/ sq ft 
$2.50/ sq ft Free Estimates 

CALL TIM 71 8.300.0928 8 

EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation -Repairs 
•Scraping -Sanding 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 


Installation & refinishing all hardwood 
flooring. Installation of carpet, 
linoleum, VCI, ceramic & stone tiles. 
www.cherryvalleyflooring.com 

(718) 271-4919 

luisad@cherryvalleyflooring.com 


CANO FUEL OIL CO 

HEATING OIL INC. 


522 3rd A 




Visit us online at www.BrooklynPaper.com 


Office: 0181 369-2995 
Fax:(718)369-2994 
Luis (718) 568-8601 

Insured & Bonded H4f 


, Prepare Your Garden 

IP For Next Season! 
Garden Service, Spring Bulb 
ianting Now, Fall Maintenance, 
: ertilization. Clean ups. Brown- 
done Yards • Terraces, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 



...growing with ideas 


design & maintenance 
from rooftops, terraces 
gardens & containers 

Visit our Shop: Tue-Sun 
479 Atlantic Ave 
(646) 489-5 181 
www.gardendig.com 


KBM Handyman Services 

FREE ESTIMATE 

(718) 763-0379 

CALL NED 


allpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

71 8-871 -1504 A31O4 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 


...creating a 

kitchenologyny.com 
Showroom at 4212 Third Avenue 

(718) 965-4900 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Cates 


Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


[33^ Licensed & Insured 3S 

wwwArikmoving.com 
Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-IVIOVE 


M 


TIP 
TOP 

MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 


718 484-7514 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

Family owned and operated for 
3 generations. For the lowest 
rates and best quality moving 
give us a call. 

21 49 E. 72nd. St. DOT#321 49 

718-763-1435 


We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

Packing materials • Fully insured 

TOP HAT MOVERS ^ 


Painting 
$100 per room 

From $100. Reliable Clean. 
Quality Fences & Virescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


SUNSHINE L46 
PAINTING RESTORATION 
COMPANY 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

(866) 748-6990 
www.sunshinepaintingny.com 

also online nt brooklynpaper.com 


^ ers_ 

Residential. 
Commercial. Interior. 
Exterior. 

You don't pay a dime until 
the job's complete. 

718 - 858-8588 

347 - 731-4464 

Call Anthony to schedule 
your free estimate. 
Locally Owned & Operated 


R.F.K. 

Interior Finishes, LLC 



Interior Master Painter 

Specializes in Skim Coating 
Taping - Plastering 
Quality Work - Dependable Service 

No Job Too Small - Free Estimates 

347-623-1578 um. 


G.iean jod t $ 

Fast Service I W 
References 

Free Estimates M 

718-439-73O9 A50 


T JP 

Interiors li 


Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


745-7727 or 848-5654 


Fox Roofing 
& Restoration 


Schwamberger 

Roofing 


718-646-4540 

2nd Generation Roof, 
Commercial - Residential - Industrial 

B BENSON 
ROOFING 

Home Improvement - Specializing in Roofs 
• Rubberized Roof • SBS Cold Process 
. Shingle Roofs - Hew Roofs - Gutters 
• Loaders • Skylights ■ Roofing • Repair 

• All WorkGuoranteed 
-Fully Insured- Lie 11 5908 

1 747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11 223 
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506 


Rubbish Removal 


AH Size Containers 


(866) MR-RUBBISH 

(866) 677-8224 

LL 917-416-8322 


J&C Demolition 
Rubbish Removal 
Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 
Contact Carlo 
718-775-4171 m 


EVERGREEN TREE 8c 
SHRUB INC. 

Tree removal, topping, prun- 

Call CarTos e 888-727-3235 



Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


BrooklynPaper.com 


CONTRACTORS 


ON PAGE 16 

Plumbing 



Your Neighborhood Plumber 
For Over 100 Years 

• Water Heaters 

• Drain Cleaning 
•Gas /Water Piping 

• Toilet & Faucet Repairs 

• Video Sewer Inspection 

• Boilers Replaced & Serviced 

• Service Agreements 


ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate “i-ra 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


Don’t Even Think 


About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC 
company without checking the following 


Make sure of: 

Service Hours: Vigilante 
has true 24 hr Service 

Warranties, Guarantees 
& Satisfaction Policies. 

We have the best in the business 
1 00% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Billing Procedure. 

No surprises, we charge by 
the job, not the hour 

WciLANIE 

(718) 522-6111 


Radiator Covers 


RADIATOR COVERS 

The Best 

COVER THAT UGLY RADIATOR... 

FREE ESTIMATES, DELIVERY, INSTALLATION. 



Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 


Same Day 
Clean-Up! 


Free Estimates 
24 Hour Service 


ics - Yards - Demolition 
itainers Available (10-40 yards) 
www.gregsexpress.com 


a SE r JSSSF — 

1 -866-MR-RUBBISH 



FIVE STAR CARTING INg 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 
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Wave hello 
to show us 
you recycle'. 


us in the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving 
kJDay Parade 3 ! 


Ij^ew yorkers 
recycle more, 
wasteless! 

WatchforN ) M.' l \jt 


remember to recycle: 

paper & cardboard 
metal— all types 
glass— bottles & jars only 
plastic— bottles & jugs only 
beverage cartons 

call 311 or visit www.nyc.gov/recycle 
for decals & recycling info 


City of New York, Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor 
Department of Sanitation, John J. Doherty, Commissioner 
Bureau of Waste Prevention, Reuse and Recycling 




cycy 


11/07 


